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CONFUSION 


CONFOUNDED, Es. 


I is a remarkable ſaying of the great SeLDeEx; 
< that no man is the wiſer for his Learnin ;:*— 
A. that © Learning may adminiſter matter to 
„ work-in, or objects to work- upon; but 
c Miſdom and Wit are born with a man “. And 
I have never met with a ſtronger proof of this; 
than I did laſt ſummer, inthe Appendix to Dr. Jer. 
tin's Remarks upon Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Vol. I: 
wherein Biſhop Warburton, who, as we are other- 
where informed, is one of the beſt ſcholars and molt 
learned critics of the age 4; has given us an ac- 
count of the viſions of a ſtrange fellou, called 
ARISE EVANS; together with a large Commen- 
tary upon them: which, we are told by Aacus, 
in a letter printed in the Sr. Zames's Chronicle, 
February 23, 1771, Dr. n was by ſome 


* Selden's Table Talk. 


4 This Tho. M-vton on the Prophecies, yol. i. Padicat. : LEY 
/ | + tatalty © 
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fatality duped to accept-of. Be that as it may, 
we ſhall not eaſily find a better opportunity of 
examining Mr. Selden's opinion. 

And if the reader conſiders; that the Biſhop's 
Comment upon Evans's Viſions was written one 
hundred years after the viſions themſelves were 
clean forgotten: he will the more readily ex- 
cuſe the Examiner; if, in order to prove his 

int, he ſhall call-up from the dead the Com- 
ment itſelf : after its having had the good fortune 
to ſleep in peace for about a fifth part of that 
time. | 5 

This Rice Evans ſeems to be called a range 
fellow, as the officers called the young prophet 
that anointed Febu a mad fellow *; for they be- 
lieved him to be a Prophet, notwithſtanding. 
And Biſhop Warburton conſiders Evans in * 
ſame light; and ſpeaks of his viſion as a pro- 
phecy, which aſtoniſbes all who fully conſider it; 
and of his friends hearing it ſpoken of in terme 
of aſtoniſhment +. 5 . 

As to the character of this Dreamer; the Biſhop 


has proved him to be an impudent Knave, by his 


own confeſſion; in a quotation from his tract, 
called an Echo from Heaven: the words of which 
the Biſhop has tranſcribed ; becauſe, he ſays, it 


cContained an uncommon fetch of Mit ; though it 


might more properly be ſtiled an impudent piece 


of Prevarication and Knavery. However, his 
Lordſhip might perhaps think otherwiſe; for it 


zumps-in ſo exactly with his own account of the 


double doctrine of the Philoſophers, that it ſeems _ 
very probably to have given him the firſt hint of 

his hypotheſis. | Fm 

3 Kings ix. by” + Remar.p. , 1». 80. 
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+=; 4 
«© There are two confeſſions,” ſays Evans, 
<« ſubſcribed by my hand in the city of London; 
„ which, if not now, in after ages will be con-' 
* ſidered. The one was made at the Spiſile, and 
«« ſubſcribed with the right hand, in the afore- 
*« ſaid veſtry, before Sir Walter Earl; and that 
A 1s a confeſſion made by the inner man, or new 
man. The other confeſſion is a confeſſion of 
the fleſh, called the outward man, or od man; 
« and this confeſſion I made before Green, (the 
Recorder) and ſubſcribed with the 4% hand: 
as the difference of the writing being compared 
* will make it appear. I know, the Bench and 
„the People thought I recanted ; but, alas ! they 
% were. deceived *.73. 5 7+; 459 
This is the knaviſh doctrine of the Biſhop's 
Prophet; and his Lordſhip would fain faſten the 
ſame kind of knavery upon the antient Philoſo- 
phers: becauſe, forſooth, their private lectures 
were different from their public ones. The pri- 
vate ones, being more accurate, conciſe, and 
ſcholaſtick, were particularly deſigned for the 
inſtruction of their ſcholars or ſtudents : The 
others, which were drawn up in a more diffuſe, 
plain, and popular ſtyle, were read publicly to 
all, that ſhould think proper to attend them. 
Upon which the Biſhop, full of his prophet 
Evans, might imagine; that the nature of theſs 
lectures being different, they mult certainly con- 
tradidt one another; as Evans's confeſſions did: 
and from thence be led to form his hypotheſis . 
upon the ſame plan; viz. that what they read 
privately, was the philoſophy which they believed; 


—_— . 
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or, as Evans would have ſaid, the philoſophy of 
the imward man, or new man; and what they read 
blickly, was the philoſophy which they did not 
elieve ; or, as Evans would have ſaid, the philo- 
ſophy of the outward man, or oli man. Yau ſee, how 
theſe two great wits jump; and how the dreamer's 


confeſſion is the Key, that has opened the door to 
the Biſhop's grand ſyſtem. So that there is no won- 
der his Lordſhip conſidered him as a brother wit. 
It was by a like improvement of another hint, 
which might have eſcaped a thouſand common 
eniuſes unnoticed ; that his Lordſhip. formed 
2 Alliance between Church and State: in which 
the people, conſidering; themſelves in a religious 
capacity, are ſuppoſed to contract with them- 
ſelves in a civil capacity. This conceit, as Mr. 
Edwards obſerved, is ingenious; but; is not 
originally the Biſhop” $7 he 18: obliged; for the 
hint to Scrub, in Farqubar's Beaux Stratagem; 
* who conſiders himſelf as acting the different parts 
of all the ſervants in a family and ſo Scrub 
the Coachman, Ploughman, or Juſtice's Clerk, 
might contract with Scrub the Butler, for ſuch a 
quantity of ale as the other aſſumed characters 
demanded . And it was by ſome ſuch great 
genius, that the ſmall hint of the Rufle, which 
was invented by the French; was ſo vaſtly improved 
among the Engliſh, by the addition of the Shirt. 
Having thus introduced his Lordſhip to my 
reader's admiration ; that I may begin my ſtory 
well, as St. Chry/o/lom began ſweetly, when he 
ſaid, (ov Y) lugar, &c. 1 ſhall do 1 it in the Bi- 
-ſhop's own Words. 
e WELL but, this man has, in he 77 and 
« -8th pages of this Echo, printed for the au- 
- Canons of Criticiſm, ed. 1758, p. 261. 


© thor 


143 


ec thor in 12mg, 1653, 24 Edition, with Ad- 
editions, a Prophecy; which aftoniſhes all who 
£ carefully conſider it. It is in theſe words: 
A Viſion that I had preſently after the King's 
* death. I thought I was in a great Hall, like 
the ſhire-hall in Wincheſter; and there was none 
there but a Judge and myſelf. And as I turned 


the palm of my hand; there appeared unto me 
a face, head, and ſhoulders, like the Lord 
Fairfax's : and preſently it vaniſhed again. 
T hen aroſe the Lord Cromwell; and he vaniſhed 
likewiſe. Then aroſe. a young face, and he 
had a crown upon -his head; and he vaniſhed 
alſo. And another young face aroſe, with a 
crown upon his head; and he vaniſhed alſo. 
And another young face aroſe, with a crown 
upon his head; and be vaniſhed alſo. And 
another young face aroſe, with a crown upon 
his head ; and vaniſhed: in like manner. And 
as I curned the palm of my hand back again to 
me, and looked, there did appear no more in 
it. Then 1 turned to the Judge, and ſaid to 
him; There aroſe in my hand ſeven, and five 
of them had crowns :* [obſerve here, that we 
find only four young faces reckoned: up; and yet 
the ſum total given us is fve :] © but when 1 
turned my hand, the blood turned to its 
+ veins; and there appeared no more. So I a- 
s woke “. 
II is obſervable, ſays Dr. Fortin 1 cat in the 
« firſt edition in 1652, Evans reckons up fue 
« young faces in By hand; . 0 this __ 
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to a window north: weſt ward. and looked into 
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* 2nd in the ſum total.” But the Biſhop, either 


becauſe he is himſelf a gentleman of the laſt Edi- 
tion ; or elſe becauſe of his natural gravitation 
to Inconſiſtency, which he here interprets into a 
Prodigy; chooſes to make uſe of the ſecond edi- 
tion which ſpecifies four faces in the tale, and 
counts them for five, rather than the fir# edi- 
tion, which is conſiſtent throughout: whereas if 
it be ſuppoſed, as is moſt probable ; that the 
words, which had been ſo often repeated in the 
firſt edition, had by miſtake been once omitted 
in the ſecond edition; as is very common, where 
the catch- words come over again in a line or two; 
if this ſhould be the caſe, all the Fat will be 
ignified; and the Biſhop's critical ſkill thrown 
* defence of the printer and the printer's 
oil : 

Let us now ſee what it was that Evans appre- 
hended to be the meaning of the viſion 1n 1652. 
% All, fays he, that I apprehend by this viſion 


* js; that, after Lord Cromwell, we ſhall have a 


King again in England.” But that any one of 


them was to be of the Stuart family, this depo- 
nent ſayeth not. 


The viſion therefore contained nothing in it 


at firſt; bur what it was natural for any one to 


have dreamed, who had been thinking what 
might follow upon the King's death; viz. that 
we ſhould have a King; or, as he afterwards 
ſays, Kings again in England. Nor would there 
have been any great wonder; if he had dreamed 
of the reſtoration of the Stuaris. | 


e See the Note in the Nunciad, B. iv, ver. 567- 


And 


(5 ] 


And is this all? Is this the monſtrum borren- 
dum, that aſtoniſhes All who carefully conſider it? 
I anſwer, No. It has not yet paſſed through the 
critical forge ; that can make any thing out of 
any thing, As Evans left it, it aſtoniſhes No- 
body ; for he neither knew how to dream, nor 
how to apprehend after he had dreamed. But 
the Biſhop's genius can ſupply thoſe defects; and 
inform us, not only what he ought to have 
dreamed; but alſo what he ought to have appre- 
hended : So that, how crude ſoever the ſubject 
was left by the firſt Projector; yet, after one of 
the beſt ſcholars and ableſt critics of the age 
had undertaken to re-dream and re-apprehend, 
aſſiſted by the freaks and megrims of a Mrs. 
Abigail *, and the benefit of | 


Aunts propheſying, with accents terrible, 
Of dire combuſtion and confus'd events ; 


T fay, when our ſecond-hand Dreamer and Ap- 
prehender, by the help of theſe advantages, had 
licked the Dream into the ſhape of a Prodigy ; 

he muſt have been a ſtouter man than the great 
and extraordinary Genius lately deceaſea I, who 
could look upon it without wonder and diſmay : 

qui fixis oculis monſtra natantia, &c; and the Se- 
cond Edition, as it now appears in all its glory, 
improved and commented upon by this profeſſed 
Critic, deſerves to be honoured with a new I ite ; 
which cannot be better worded, than in imitation 


0 Adlon 5 1 or the Hh Houſe. 
1 See the Biſhop's curious note: upon Aunts, or Old woe 
men ; Macbeth, Act II. Sc. iv, p. 366. ̃ 

3 + Suppoſed to be Mr. Pope. Rem. 384. 
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of a famous paſſage in Vidtor's Chronicon As 
tollows : 


Jubente Antiſtite Imp.“ Evani gerræ germa- 
næ, quanquam ab idiotis Agyrtis compo- 
ſitæ, recoquuntur & locupletiſſimo com- 
mentario il luſtrantur. 


And it may be worth while here to ave 
that the learned Commentator upon ARISE 
Evars's Echo frem Heaven, has very carefully 
followed the ſteps of his brother O/dmixon, in 
his Commentary upon * Robert Nixon's Cbeſbire 

* Prophecy at large, publiſhed from Lady Cooper's 
Correct Copy; who tells us, in the Preface, 
This remarkable Prophecy has been carefully 
6: reviled, corrected, and improved.” And ſo 
Dr. Jortin informs us, it was managed at Del- 
phi; *+ The Prieſteſs had Prieſts, and Prophets, 
“ and Poets; to take down, and explain, and 
% nud her gibberiſh + :? but he makes no men- 
tion of Biſhops. 

Well but, the next vear, who maggot 
it was that then happened to bite, the Appre- 


* The word tnnp. does certainly, in Viclor's Chronicon, mean 
Vuperatore; what it means here, does not ſo cleariy appear. 
ft we can.depend upon a remark of Orator Henley, it may 
throw ſome light upon the difficulty: For a friend of mine 
hath a pamphlet, which he bought at the ſale of the Orator's 
bep'is; which is addreſſed, 5 To the moſt impudent Man 
living;” a title one would imagine the Orator would have been 

abou to have ſecured to himſelf; but he was too modeſt 
or too honeſt to attempt it, and has written upon it, with his 
own hand, WarRURTON. The words in Victor are theſe ; 
5 Jubente Anaſfaſio Imp. ſancta Evangelia, tanquam ab idiotis 
Evangeliſtis comp Oita, reprehenquntur & emendautur.“ 

1 Rem. 103. 


a 


henſion 


( 9 ] 

henſion af my a prophet grew more viga- 
- Tous and prolifick; and the Interpretation was car- 
ried farther, than had been before thought-of; 


that is, it was mended and improved; and de- 
clared, ** That the generations to come may look 


$0 for a change of the blood and of the name 


in the royal ſeat; after fve Kings reign once 
% paſſed*.” And he quotes ( 721 diis iratis, et 
Apolline nullo) the * g text of ſcripture : 
And the Lord ſaid unto Fehx; Becauſe thou 
haſt done well, Fc. thy children of the fourth 
generation ſhall ſit on the throne of Iſrael F.” 
Upon this our learned Critic comments; and tells 
us, The Reſtoration of the Monarchy 1 1s plainly 
#4 predidied together with the crown's- paſſing 
„ from the houſe of Stuart into another Family.” 
And *tis obſervable; that Commentator Oldmixon 
puffs his prophet Nixon, juſt in the fame manner; 
and tells us, He foretold the civil wars, the 
% death of King Charles I, the Reſtoration of 
King Charles II, the Revolution, and the glo- 


rious war with France. How happy it was 


for theſe two Prophets; that one of them was a 
Knave, and the other a Fool ! otherwiſe it is a 
thouſand to one, whether. either of them would 
have experienced the good fortune or good luck 
of falling into the hands of thefe judicious re 
mentators ; this par nobile fratrum ! 
But, whatever Oldmixon was in his day, ts 
F u9W bears the bell alone; and even 
nvy muſt confeſs him to be the Calchas of the 


pang: age, not only in the interpretation of 
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that no plant runs up any 55 ger after ſeeding. 


[ 10 ] 


dreams ; but the m of every thing that 


comes before him, paſt, preſent, _ to come, 


excluſive of all other men; 


Kenxas Oecepions, bib * pics. 
Os 1dn T& T tis, rd T' £600 meva, Yps ki. 


And the glavering compliment of the Corniſh 
Critic is but his right and due; 
Toux Yap lu Ones, & 8 apo Koepke dontb. 
Au pi r d Faves, apPi re npibess 


Such fuff, as mortal men neer heard before, 
Of Gods and Godlings, forms our Prelate's lore. 


£ Even his Dulneſs (as Oldmixon ſays of Nixon) 


« has ſomething ſacred in it; and his Words are 
& Oracles.” Conſcious of this, he plumes him- 
ſelf, and looks upon it as an invaſion of his 
propeity and province; if any man, beſides him- 
felf, pretends to know any thing ; ſo that who- 


ever dares to write or think, without Juſtice 


Overdo's warrant; 4 he is a Gentleman of the 
Dunciad, a oon. a Gentleman of the Laſt 
Edition, a Gr rub-ſtreet Critic ®, a Miſerable, loſt 


1 Zoup in Suid. iv. 4. 
7 Ben FJolinſon's Barth, Fair. | 
ad, B. iv. Note on the 567 th ki 
I muſt beg the reader here to take notice of a ſmall miſtake 
in his Lordſhip's philoſophy. He tells us, as a Naturaliſt; 
that a Libeller is nothiug but a Grub-ſtreet Critic run to Seed. 
But this cannot poſſibly be fact; becauſe at the very time when 
his Lordſhip compoſed the libel here referred-to, Dunc. iv. 
I. 557, all the world knows very well, that he himſelf was 
in full bloom; „ and bore his bluſhing honours thick upon 
« him.“ And it appears to demonſtration, that he did not 
run to /eed 'till many years after, from his making juch a 
monſtrous ſhoot ſince that time; for all Naturaliſts are "agreed, 


2 


„ 

to ſhame, as a Man and as a Writer, an idle 
Blunderer *, an Aſs *, ridiculouſly ſtupid s, and 
intolerably nonſenſical +. — Bleſs me! how his 
Lordſhip foams at the mouth ! One would ima- 
gine, by his rage and fury; that it was Olivers 
« Porter broke out of Bedlam, with his breeches 
e full of Bibles, roaring againſt the Whore: of 
« Babylon **—— Ne ſævi, magne ſacerdos. 

But his Fort is in dreams and viſions ; or ra- 
ther, when his writings come to be fairly exa- 
mined, they appear to be little or nothing elſe. 

Sometimes he reads of Aneas's deſcent into 
Hell;. and then he dreams, how the gates of Tar- 
tarus were opened; and all the Eleuſinian myl- 
teries are explained by what Ænueas is ſuppoſed 
to have ſeen there. Here the Biſhop fortunately 
falls-in with the very ſame quotations, which had 
been uſed by Meurſius in his Eleuſinia, in de- 
fence of the ſame dream; and mentions the 

name of Meurſius, juſt as the learned Divine did 
the name of Archbiſhop Tillolſon in the begin. 
ning of his ſermon; and then very unſuſpectedly 
continued the quotation to the end of it, and 
gained great credit. But in truth, Æueas had 
no buſineſs in Tartarus; nor were the gates of 
it ever opened to him, as the Sich plainly tells 
us: | ; 

Hic locus eſt, partes ubi ſe via findit in ambas; 
 Dextera quæ Ditis magni ſub mcenia tendit. 
 Hac iter Zly/zum nobis. 


8 * r 
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* Warburton's SHAKESPEARE, Vol. I. 110. 
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His way, therefore, was to the right hand; 


— — — at læva malorum 
Exercet pœnas, & ad impia Tartara mittit; 


and the way to Tarterus was on the left : And 
thither ÆAneas caſt his eyes, and ſaw Ti/iphone 
before the gate, and heard the groars of thoſe 


within : | 
Reſpicit Æneas ſubito, & ſub rupe ſiniftrs . 
. Mcenia lata videt. Stat ferrea turris ad auras, 
Ti phoneque ſedens, palla ſuccincta cruenta, 
Veſtibulum inſomnis ſervat nocteſque dieſque. 


But he did not ſtir a ſtep that way; nay, the 
S:ihyl tells him, as plainly as words can expreſs it, 
that he muſt not enter the gates: 


Nulli fas caſto ſceleratum inſiſtere limen. 5 


However, ſhe informs him, that ſhe herſelf had 
been within ; and what ſhe had ſeen there : 


Sed me cum lucis Hecate præfecit Auernis, 
Ipſa Deum pœnas docuit, perque omnia duxit. 


You ſee, ſays ſhe, Cuſtrdia qualis veſtibulo ſedeat ; 
What a dreadful creature fits as a guard before 
the gate: but the monſters within are much 
more terrible, Sævior intus habet ſedem z and, 
after giving an account of all that ſhe had ſeen,” 


Hæc ubi dicta dedit Pheb; longæva ſacerdos, 
the Poet makes her ſay, 
Sed jam age, carpe viam, & ſuſceptum perfice munus, 


But there is not a word dropt of their going 


into the Jet hand road, or returning from it, or 


any ſtep taken, till the Sic had ended her 
ſpeech; which continues from the line 562 to 6279. 


* See Earns $ Now. | 


[ 33 ] 


But his Lordſhip does not always dream with 
ſuch good company as Meurſius: Sometimes he 
fancies himſelf in the mines; or, as he calls them 
from Mr. Hales's tranſlation, the minerals; with a 
whole troop of devils about him: And it is 
worth while to obſerve, how he employs them. 
RW is criticiſing on theſe words of Milton, 


. ——By 152 (i. e. Mammon) firſt, 
Ml-en alſo, and by his ſuggeſtion taught, 
2 Ranſack'd the entre | 


Upon which his Lordſhip epa 2 Milton is 
« exact, and alludes in a beautiful manner to a 
80 ſuperſtitious opinion generally believed among; 
„ miners ; that there are a fort of Devils, which 
« converſe much in minerals; ; where they are 
frequently ſeen to buſy themſelves in all the 
„ operations of the workmen ; they will dig. 
<« cleanſe, melt, and ſeparate metals . And 
here his Lordfhip very wiſely ends his quotation. 
Upon which it is obſervable; iſt, That Mr. 
Hales, in his Tranſlation from Agricola, docs not 
call them Devils, but Spirits. The Biſhop has made 
devils of them, to ſerve his own turn; and a 
pack of lazy devils they are, 2 3 


1 benelopes, Nebulones Alcinoique, &c. 
£3 Hor. Ep. I. i 11. 27. 


And if he had e a few words farther, his 
reader muſt have known it; for thus Mr. Hales 
goes-on, where his Lordſhip left-off 3 © yet, when 
de they are gone, the workmen do not find there is 
any thing done.” Now who but his Lordſhip 
would have dreamed of rauſacking the centre with 
ſuch viſionary workmen ; gut multum agendo nibil 

* Canons of Cririciſm, „ 


agunt. 
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agunt? Had he raiſed the devils that, Mabomet 
tells us, were employed by Solomon in the pearl 
fiſhery ; who could do a goed day's work in 
building cities and palaces, and. fetching rare 
pieces of art from foreign countries, and the 
like; they might have done him ſome credit: but 
he ſeems to have raiſed up theſe, merely to give 
them /necures, However, it is very excuſable; if 
we conſider, that they are his Lordſhip's own 
children, the offspring of his owx brain; and ſo 
very ,like him; as we find from what follows. 
% So, ſays Mr. Hales, it fares with a great mul- 
ce titude, who thruſt themſelves into the contro- 
<« verſies of the times; they write books, move 
« queſtions, frame diſtinctions, give ſolutions, 
* and ſeem ſedulouſly to perform all whatſoever 
<< the nature of the buſineſs requires; yet, if any 
* fkilful workman in the Lord's mines ſhall come 
ce and examine their work, he ſhall find them to 


« be but ſpirits in minerals; and that with all 


& this labour there is Nothing done r.“ 
Many other pretty fancies and dreams his 


Lordſhip has publiſhed, in his learned romances 


* Gee Sale's Koran, ch, 21. p. 271. 
We are told in the account of Lord Auſon's voyage, ch. 8. 
of a large kind of flat fiſh; which is ſuppoſed to deſtroy the 
pearl-divers, by claſping them in their fins. From, whence 


I conclude that king Solomon, conſidering this ſervice as a kind 


of forlorn hope, made uſe of theſe water-devils ro ſave his 
own men. But fince the divers found out the method of 
diſergaging themſelves from the embraces of theſe Mermaids, 
by ſticking a knife into their bellies, as we are informed in 
the ſame book ; the water-devils were diſcharged, as of no 


farther uſe in that trade, 


+ Hale:s' Remains, p. 45+ 
| : and 


E 


and ingenious novels, as Mr. P&. calls them; which 
have afforded much Entertainment, and very little 
Ingtruction to the world; eſpecially his great 
work of Divine LegationÞ, which probably he in- 
tends to dream upon all his hfe-time. 5 


But J muſt return; to conſider how the reſto - 

ration of the Engliſh Monarchy, and the crown's 
paſſing from the Stuarts to another family, can 
with any appearance of propriety be faid to be 
here prediffed, - 4 f | 

The Angels ſpoken-of in the Scripture, who 
repreſented the Viſions, did frequently give the 
interpretation of them; but nothing of that na- 
ture is pretended here. The interpretation given 
by Evans, was no part of the viſion itſelf; but 
merely an arbitrary interpretation of a dream, a 
year after it was dreamed; and merely a conjec- 
ture at moſt, So that his Lordſhip is as much 


* Dr. Syte: Examin. of Mr. Warburton's Account of the 
Conduct of the old Legiſlators, p. 1. 5 


+ The Divine Legation is hitherto an imperfe& half- formed 
animal; notwithſtanding its enormous ſize of 2014 pages. 
Such a portentous creature puts the Chriſtian world into 
ſome concern; what Religion he is to be brought up in, or 
into what -y/ſteries he is to be initiated. SE 
Some tell us, he will be received into the CHriſtian church; 
among the Pitheci, whom his Lordſhip ** has chriſtened, as it 
dere by the addition of Fackanape.”” See Canons of Criticiſm, 
p. 117. Others compare him to Zphraim ; of whom Hoſea 
(vii. 8.) ſazs, Ephraim was as a cake on the hearth not turned; 
baked on the one fide, and raw upon the other: that is, in 
point of religipn, was partly a Few, and partly a Gentile, 
Birkbeck's Proteſtant Evidence; To the Reader. 
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1 6 1 
pi. to it * a Prediction here; as he was, when 
invented one out of Plato's Gorgias *. 


But ſuppoſing it cannot be proved, from what 
Evans has ſaid, that the reſtoration of the mo- 


narchy, together with the crown's paſſing from 
the houſe of Stuart into another family, was abſo- 


hutely predicted; ſurely his Lordſhip can prove, 
that it was hinted at. 

No, truly; it is entirely his Lordſhip's own 
fancy. There is not the leaſt hint in Evans; 
either that the five Kings, who followed one ano- 
ther in his hand, were to be of the houſe- of 
Stuart; or of a reſtoration of that family. If 
there had been any ſuch hint, aZum eſſet; we 
ſhould be worried and be foxled + by his Lord- 
ſhip without mercy ; for, according to his de- 
finition of a birt, it ſignifies a prognoſtic : And 
if ſo great a genius could not generate a prog- 

noſtic into a prediction ij, it would be very hard 
indeed. 


* The words i in Plato are, THT; lg 1 bus 
Tere fitting in judgment on the day the criminal were 
to die; but, in order to make it a prediction, he has tranſ- 
lated it, predictiug the day of the criminal death, See Sykes 
on the Double Doctrine, p. 147. 


+ Fouled, à word of his Lordſhip's, ſignify ing trawpled 
upon, trod under foot. See his Shake(prar, vol. vi. p. 537. 
Canons of Criticiſm, p. 196. 


13 Ibid. vol. i. PF» 30. 


il Quum j Jam occupatus erat in | generande avod concepiſſer, 
Cic. de Div. 39. 


But 


„ 

But the original Dreamer ſeems rather to point- 
out to us the Succeſſion in the race of Cromwell; 
than in that of Stuart, For if the Kings follow. 
ing one another ſignified, that they were to be of 
the ſame family; their following Cromivell was à 
ſign, they were to be of bis family. If any thing 
elſe had been mean'd, notice ſhould have been 
given of it; between the vaniſhing of Cromevell, 
and the appearance of the firſt young face : but 
there is no ſuch notice given; and they followed 
Cromwell, juſt as the Children of Banguo are re- 


preſented in the Tragedy of Macbeth as following 


Banquo.— And if the quotation from the book 
of Kings is to be conſidered as an explanation of 
this matter; the promiſe is manifeſtly made te 
Cromwell, The words are theſe, And the 
% Lord faid unto Jehu; Becauſe thou haſt done 
de well, in executing that which is tight in mine 
<« eyes; and haſt done unto the houſe of Abab, 
e according to all that was in my heart; thy 
children of the ſourih generation ſhall ſir on 


e the throne of 17ae!*.” The promiſe, there- 


fore, in the book of Kings, was not made to the 
royal family that was expelled; but to the family 
that expelled them. So that, if Evans had 
prayed his Pible from one end of it to the other 
and the Biſhop had lent him a hand; he could 
never have fixed upon a more unlucky Text, to 
ſerve the cauſe of the Cavaliers; from Geneſis tothe 

Revelation. And thus the ' Biſhop's firſt Whim 
| ſeems to be upon the Totter; viz. © that his 
« Prophet Evans, finding on his arrival at Lon. 
« 2; that Inſpiration was all running one way; 


* - Lings x. 30. 


e « projected. 
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projected to make a diverſion of it from the 
ce Round. heads to the Cavaliers: (all which is 
mere ſyſtematical whimſy; for his Lordſhip 
knows no more of the matter, than the Child un- 
born; however, he goes on, like blind Bayard, 
with as much Courage and Confidence as a Lyn- 
ceus ;) © and fo, ſays his Lordſhip, he ſet-up for 
%a Prophet of the Cavaliers.” Quo teneam vul- 
tus mutaniem Protea nodo? Was he a real Prophet; 
or an Impoſtor ? Reſponde : : quid taces ? 


Lo ug Toogro Twv bid ehnauSac, 
Ns Men art Ne Yorweow * 


Or is your Lordſhip under the double Curſe, 
Nec Sapere nec Hari ut poſſis que Sentias ? Beſides, 
If the appearance of theſe five Kings denoted 


lineal Succeſſion; then I argue, that Evans had 


.no reaſon to conclude, from any thing he ſaw ; 
that at the end of the fifth King's reign, the 
lineal Succeſſion would be broken: becauſe five 
Kings in a lineal Succeſſion, without any future 
interruption hinted at, ought rather to have con- 
veyed to the Viſionary, the general notion of a 
continuance in the ſame line; than any notion of 
an interruption afterwards : five generations ex- 


tending as far as the Prophecy could be reaſonably 


ſu uppoſed to extend, 


The Biſhop's next Fancy is, That che Prophet 
at firſt ſight ſeems to be in doubt about the 


% number of Reigns before that Event +,” i. e. 
before the Crown's paſſing from the houſe of 
Stuart into another Family. N * had no 


* Arifioþph. Neph. Act iii. Scene 1. 


+ Remarks, p. 383. ; 
5 notion 


1198 


notion of any ſuch Event; He never hints, that 
the houſe of Stuart was to be reſtored; and con- 


ſequently could not be doubtful about the um- 
ber of Reigns, before the Crown ſhould depart out 


of it,—- Indeed, by the firſt Canon of Criticiſm, 
v6 profeſſed Critick has a right to declare; that 


his author wrote, whatever he thinks he ought 


to have written.” And by this Rule, the Biſhop 
may make him doubt when he pleaſes. I allow 
the Authority , and only queſtion the Reaſons, that 
are brought in proof of the Fact. 


His Lordtbip tells us, in order to render this 
Crotchet the more plauſible; that Evans 


* reckons-up in his hand only faur Succeſlions 


« to the Monarchy ; yet in his Speech to the | 


* Judg e he calls: Wach ive. In his 1 interpreta- 
tion, he ſays, the change ſhall be after the 
reign of five Kings; and yet referring in the 
* Concluſion to the Text in the ſecond book of 
« Kings, we are brought back to the number 

« four s. 5 

This is all Artifice and lnipoficicn; but © a 
&« profeſſed Critic is allowed, by the twenty- 1 
* Canon, to miſquote himſelf; or any body elſe.“ 
Evans never reckons four Succeſſions to the 
Monarchy ; but always five. Even in the ſecond 
Edition, when the Printer had omitted one King, 
and conſequently there were but four in the Tale, 
yet he does not call them four; but, when he 
gives the Sum in the gs, he calls them Ave; as 
8 he does in the firſt Edition, where that omiſſion 
was not made. So that there is not the leaſt 
appearance of any doubt in Evans upon this 


45: .-:- n e 336 


2 5 | | point 3 


5 4% 


point; but merely a blunder of the Printer's: 
which made Dr. Fortin ſuſpect the ſecond Edi- 


tion to be a Forgery. 


And when his Lordſhip 


ſays, we are brought back to the number four; 


tis as errant Legerdemain, as ever was attempted; 


in order to make us believe we are brought back 
to ſomething that was mentioned before: whereas 
the number four is mentioned but once, and that 
is in the Text of Scripture “; and neither in the 
Dream, nor the Interpretation of it: and it does not 
even there relate to four Kings or four Succeſſions, 
but four Generations; and we are never brought 
back to it. 
be defended by the twenty - fourth Canon; © that 
<« a profeſſed Critick may diſpenſe with Truth ; in 
e order to give the world a higher idea of his 
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So that what is here ſaid can only 


% Parts, or of the value of his work.“ 


But his Lordſhip ſays, Ir is hs very circum- 
ſtance that makes the prodigious part of the 


affair 


this matter. 


8 
1 


and there was ſomething more in 
The Succeſſion of the houſe of 


Stuart, during the Courſe of theſe four gene- 
rations, (which vever exiſted) was diſturbed ; 
and ht Circumitance our Prophet hath diſ- 


tinctly marked- out. 


The four crowned heads 


he ſaw in his hand, denote Charles II, James II, 
Queen Mary, and Queen Anne. They are 
after wards called Five; and ſo they were.” 

What does his Lordſhip mean by «afterwards ? 


They were always called Five. But to go on. They 


are afterwards called Five; and ſo they were. 
What! were the four Crowned heads which he 
ſaw in his hand, (according to the ſecond Edition) 
ealled Ave crowned heads; and were they really 


* 2 Kings x. 3e. 


+ Remarks, p. 383, 389. 


five ? 


Dh 


Foe ? Yes, they were ; and the reaſon his Lord- 
ſhip gives for, it is unanſwerable; viz. becauſe 
another crowned head was added to them. For 
King William III ſhared the Sovereignty with 
« Queen Mary, and reigned alone after her.” 
Or thus: —“ When the Prophet reckons the 
6 Reigns, King William comes-in; and then they 
« are called five.” For 4 ＋ 1 make 8 ergo, 
4=5: & E. D. 

Well, but if 1 four faces were five, how 
come they to be no more than four? | It would 
be ſufficient here to anſwer, by quoting the ſix- 
teenth Canon of Criticiſm; that * a profeſſed 
« Critick may contradict himſelf; for the ſake of 
„ ſhewing his critical ſkill on Seth ſides of a 
« queſtion.” But the anſwer his Lordſhip gives 
is; that, © King William being of another Family, 
« when the Succeſſion in the houſe of Hart is 
reckoned up, he could not be numbered ſo 
< they muſt be there called four. 

But though his Lordſhip is ſo. peremptory, 
that upon this account they muſt be called four; 
yet, as I have obſerved, they never are called 
ſo; either for that, or any other Reaſon. And 
his double reckoning, one for the Race of Stuarts, 
and another for the Succeſſion of 'Kings, is a me- 
grim of his own: for it does not appear, as 1 
have obſerved before, that the Race of Stuart 
was ever thought of by Evans ; or any diſtinc- 
tion between the Race of Kings and the Sucre 2n 
of Kings. | 

On the contrary; the Notion, . the dds 
with Crowns denoted che Stuart family that was 


* Remarks, p 384. | 
c 8 „ to 


1 22 ] 


to ſucceed O/zver*s Protectorſhip; is abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with the Circumſtances of the dream 
itſelf: and if ſo, the Criticiſm upon it comes 
under the ninth Canon; viz. a profeſſed Critick 
& may interpret his author ſo, as to make him 
0 e mean directly contrary. to what he ſays.” For 
wi the Dream ſuppoſes all the heads which were 
1 ſeen, to have been the heads of young Mer; 
11 whereas the Commentary interprets two of them 
„ to be the heads of Women. But what does fuch 
a ſlight Objection as this ſignify to an all- powerful 
Critick, who can make Men out of Monkeys | * 


e For, in the firſt place; He may argue, a fortiori, 
1 from his curious note in the Tempeſt; that if ſucl 
. 2 ſtrange Beast, or ſuch an odd Fiſh, as Caliban, 
0% can make a Man, (that is, as his Lordſhip explanes 
M it, be made into a man; how much eaſier muſt: it 
Wl be to make Men out of Women? And. 
| 1 | 2. This will appear to be the eaſier; if we 
f Wl conſider the method. by which the; feat was 
1 2. chieved. His Lordſhip tells us, Our Coun: 
(BY  _** trymen have been always ready to make Deni- 
11% i fons of the whole tribe of the Pitheci; and com- 
i 1660 | * pliment them with the donum Civitatis.“ Now 
11 if Monkeys, Baboons, and Mantygers, and the 
1 whole race of the Pitbeci, who were all private 
Fr a: perions, were made Men by the donum Civitatis; 


Wit: |. what ſhould prevent the two female Aſpirants Þ, 
1 Mary and Aune, who reigned over ſo many 


* Ward. Nakeſ. vol. i. p. 43. Canons of Crit. p. 115. 


I Female Aſpirants.: ſo his Lordſhip calls the young women 
. wig are Candidates for his Confirmation. 


Cities, 


. 


E 
Cities , from expecting the ſame Indulgence? 
But, 

3. Let us ſuppoſe the worſt that could A 
that the Mayor and Aldermen of the ſeveral Cities 
ſhould ride reſty, and refuſe the Ladies what they 
had granted to the Pitheci; yet even then, his 
Lordſhip, who has received the Pitheci into the 
Church, and © chriftened them by the addition of 
* Fackanape,” might make the Ladies into Men 
by his own Authority; for why ſhould not the 
Benefit of Clergy extend as far as the Donum * 
1 ? 

It may be farther dd; in Favour of the 
Lathes, and as a Caveat againſt the Pitheci; that 
the Ladies never were accuſed of Hereſy, but the 
Apes are notorious for it; as we find in a learned 
„ on 1 Kings x. 20, quoted by Dr. 
Fortin in this very book T. And though the 
Doctor tells us, the Commentator - bears too hard 

upon the poor Ape; who is an Occaſſonal Con- 

„ formiſt, and an Imitator of his Betters:“ yet 
even here the Ladies have the Advantage; as being 
both of them good Churchmen. 
5. To ſhew his Lordſhip's knowledge in the 
Languages, (a thing very much doubted) he may 
here call- in the aſſiſtance of the Greet; and inform 
us, that though one woman alone may be found 
upon Examination to be of the feminine Gender; 
yet when two of them are got W the Caſe 


* His Lordſhip tranſlates falli in religions Civitates, 
that Cities ſhould be decerved in Religion ; which. gives 
the Ladies more chances, on if it all dependec upon one 
State, 


| + Rem, p. 240. | | * 
. is 


4 


is altered; and it may be ſafer to let them paſs 
for honeſt men: as 1 ywn in the ſingular is 
feminine, and To yuwaixze in the dual is maſcu- 
linge pw, 3, . 
Sixthly, (For reaſons are as thick as blackberries; 
and there would be no end of them, if I ſhould 
go on:) his Lordſhip may acquaint us from Hiſ- 
tory with a Caſe directly in point: viz. when the 
Queen of Hungary had made an elegant and af- 
fecting Oration to her Nobles, they declared aloud 
with one Conſent ; Moriemur cum Rege nostro Te- 
reſd Marid, | 
Laſtly, I might here obſerve, with regard to 
King Anne; that the buſineſs is already done to 
his hand, in a Sermon of Biſhop Sher/eck's ; 
preached before the Houſe of Commons on 
May 8, 1713--14. He tells us, © the Subject of 
the day is the Acceſſion of our Prince to the 
% throne.” (viz. Prince Anne, p. 4.) And again; 
Our Prince miſliked not the Church of Eng- 
« land,” &c. (p. 20.) In ſhort; the Glory of a 
female Prince was ſo high, in the reign of Prince 
Anne; that the Biſhop acquaints his Congrega- 
tion, © that if any future King ſhould prove un- 
* fortunate, Britain perhaps, grown Superſti- 
4 tious, will with he had been a Woman.“ Now, 
whether Britain had made the Biſhop her Con- 
fidant ; or whether the Biſhop, from his great Sa- 
gacity, had obſerved that the old Lady began to 


There are many ether ways of making Men, if theſe 
thould fail; though not all equally expenfive. Sixpence a day 
wauld have made a Man of Quince, Flute, Snout, Slarweling, 
or Bully Botiam. (Mid/am. Night's Dream, Act iv. Scene 4.) 
The Piſhoprie® of Gloce/ter made a Man of Dr. V. I; and 
ihe Fopedom, of Caraingl Joan. | 
| - dote 3 


E 
dote; it is certain, the Obſervation was well timed; 
and helped forward his Lordſtup' 8 buſineſs. He 
bibi erunt arte 

But to proceed: Evans ſays; The n 
tions to come may look for a change of the 
« Bloud and of the Name in the royal Seat, 
« after five Kings* reigne once paſſed.“ And 
how has this been fulfilled ? Did not the change 
in the Name and in the Bloud happen at the Re. 
volution? Why truly, in anſwer to this, we are 
taught to conſider the Revolution merely as a 
diſturbance in the Succeſſion: of the houſe of 
Stuart; and not as a change in the Bloud and 
Name; though it is owned at the ſame time, 
that King William, who was of the houſt of 
Naſſau, reigned alone: and this happened, before 
the Succeſſion. or reign of five Kings once paſſed; 
for King William himſelf is allowed to have been 
one of the five. Now it the Reyolution be not 
a Change of the Name and of the Bloud, bur 
merely a Diſturbance in the Succeſſion ; neither 
was the Succeſſion of the preſent Family any more 
than a Diſturbance in the Succeſſion; for William 
was grandſon of Charles the Firſt; and George the 
Firſt the great-grandſon of James the Firſt. 

* The Key to this explanation, ſays his Lord- 
„ ſhip, is the Text that he (Evans) concludes 
** with.” (2 Kings x. 30.) But it does not appear 
from what Evans has ſaid, that this Text was any 
thing more than an Alluſion. However, as it 
ſerves to create more difficulties, if conſidered 
as an explanation; our learned Critick has thought 
proper to make it the Key of the whole; but is 


forced to pick the Lock at laſt. | 
He | 
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Ae tells us, The Succeſſion of the houſe of 
„ Stuart was during the Courſe of four Genera- 
& tions.” But where are theſe four Generations 
to be found ? The two in Buckram we can account- 
for eaſily enough. Charles II, and FamesII, were of 
the fut Generation; Mary and Anne were of the ſe- 
cond. But where are the two in Kenda Green? Will 
his Lordſhip's Legerdemain palm another James 
upon us; and give us the Chevalier Charles-Ed- 
ward and his brother the Cardinal of York for 


the third Generation? But where are their Chil- 


dren to be found; to make out the fourth gene- 
ration? Has his ' Lordſhip married either of 
them privately ; or muſt we ſeek for them among 
the Sons: of Merops ® Fo rs 1 . 5 

If theſe are the third and fourth Generations, 
how have they ſucceeded ?' May all the enemies 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion meet with ſuch Succeſs ! 
What is all this Dream, then, but mere Con- 
fuſion ; formed of the fame Stuff that other 
Dreams are made of? And what advantage has 
this wild offspring of a Knaviſh brain gained at 
laſt; by having one of the beſt Scholars of the 
age for its nurſing. Father, and one of the beſt 
Criticks for its nurſing Mother? He or She (for 
Criticks, q#zd Criticks, like the Trsjan Horſe, are 
either male or female ;) may ſmile upon the Cen- 
tennial Darling, and ſing him the Lullaby in the 
Pollo; e 5 | 

Incipe, parve Puer, riſu cognoſcere Matrem ; 

Incipe, parve Puer; Cui non riſere Parentes, 
Nec Deus hunc Menſa, Dea nec dignata Cubili eft. 


* 
— — —-— 


* i, e. Baſtards or baſe· born, Narb. Shake/ vol. i. p. 213. 
| But 
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But will never be able to confer Inſpiration upon 
him; or introduce him into the company of the 
Old Prophets, whether Jews or Chriſtians : tho? 
ſo amazingly defirous of it. For ſurely never 
was a Mother ſo fond of her adopted Child; not 
even the Shepherd's Wife who fuckled Cyrus ; 
for ſhe only expoſed her Son, to ſave Him; but 
our great Critick has expoſed Himſelf: and not 
only Himſelf, but his Followers; for, in order to 
gain Proſelytes to his opinion, he imitates the 
Canpocratians; of whom we are informed by 
Dr. Fortin, that they © ſeem to have gone about 
« .1n queſt of Fools; whom they had the art to 
ce turn into Madmen : an Art, which is not to be 
r reckoned among the Deper dia. 

J entirely agree with this learned Writer, that 
the Art is not yet loſt, and I will venture to 
prophecy, that it never will be; while there re- 

Rain p o EG ge 
Mr. Pope and his Lordſhip ſeem to have had this Art in 
their heads; when they erected a Foundery, which they call the 
Dunciad; in order to change Fools and Madmen into Blunder- 
buſſes : which they did for ſome time with Succeſs. Bat when 
they became ſo loſt to Shame; as to make the experiment upon 
all the Men of Learning, Senſe, and Virtue, who did not bow 
| the knee to Baal; their Credit became ſo abſolutely bankrupt; 
that the very Fools and Madmen began to appear in higher 
characters than they had ever done before; being looked upon 
in a reſpectable light upon account of ſuch good company. 
Give me leave to imitate the words of Socrates on this Occa- 
fion : Hæc commoratio mediocris vobis videri poteſt? ut vero 
verſari cum Car io, Bentlejo, Hoadleio liceat, quantumlibet in- 
Fr bardorum turba in te fuſd, quanti tandem æſtimandum ? 

quidem ſæpe emori, fi fieri poſſet, vellem; ut ea qua dico mihi 
liceat invenire, —— _ | ; 

Oh! may my little Bark attendent fail 3 | 
Purſue the Triumph, and partake the Gale! 


main 


E 


main ni in the world who are eaſy to be im- 
poſed upon; and Others, who think to gain a 
Character by impoſing upon them, and availing 
themſelves of their weakneſs. But if great Wits 
are ſo nearly allied to Madneſs, as is e laid; 
the fook-renowned * Carpocratians themſelves, who 
ſpend their time ſo ingeniouſſy, ſeem to be in as 
much danger from the peculiar nature and Su- 
perfœtation of their Wit; as their Proſelytes do 
from their Folly. It was but a hair-breadrh *ſcape 
his Lordſhip himſelf had, ſome time ago: the 
Symptoms were ſtrong upon him; and he was 
ſaved merely by the uncertain ſenſe of the word 
Inſanus; which was interpreted in his Favour. 
And although he may now think himſelf out of 
danger; yet as long as his Hebræophobia lies upon 
him, and he continues to talk wildly about free 
Will, and the immaculate Conception, and the Col- 
lation of the Hebrew MSS, I ſhall never think 
him quite Sound; and hope he will never look 
back upon the precipices he has paſſed, and the 
terrifying achievements Þ he has attempted z leſt 
they ſhould affect i brain too ſtrongly. 
Conſider but his preſent Adventure F— That I 
may ſpeak in his Lordſhip's unaffetted Stile: Not 


n 1 epithet, in the Greek manner; renown's 
% by Fools, or renown'd for making Fools.“ Dunciad, 
Book IV. Verſe 371. Note. 

+ Dr. Fortin obſerves, in his Life of Eraſmus; © that it 
& ſhews a meanne/s of Spirit in a man to decry vorks which 
4 he is not able to 77i7ate; and to make thoſe Perſons odious, 
« who are employed in giving Inſtructions to the Public on 
& important Matters of which he knows Nor HIN G. P. 74+ 


Hic rr eft ; ; lune tu, b caveto. 


i Elia 


L 91 . ; 
content to take the Firſt edition of Evans's 
dream into his patronage, where all is plain, 
and eaſy, and conſiſtent ; he chuſes to defend the 
Second, which 1s abſolutely contradictory to it- 
ſelf; ad to prove five to be four, and yet ftill 
to continue five ; and Succęſſions to be Generations, 
and Males to be Females, and the family that was 
rewarded for expelling the Koyaliſts, to mean the 
Royaliſts who were expelled; and the change of 
the Name and Bloud to be either a Change, or 
only a Diſturbance, juſt as he pleaſes; and all 
this to be a Prophecy; which proves at laſt to be 
nothing more than an arbitrary Interpretation of 
an idle Dream, a year after it was dream'd ; and 
contradictory to the account of it given by the 
ſame Perſon the year before. 
Did ever any other man attempt ſuch Won- 
dere ? I anſwer, No. None but himſelf can 
„be his parallel :” 1 


« He is a man; take him for all in all, 
I ſhall not look upon his like again.“ 
| Marb. Shakeſpeare. ' 


But if you will be at the trouble to look into 
Dr. Sy#es's Account of the Double Doctrine of 
the Philoſophers ; you will meet with another Ar- 
gument of the Biſhop's, carried-on in the ſame 
manner. The account the Doctor gives of it is 
this; “ He (the Biſhop) firſt invents an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Juriſdiction with eoactive Power and 


cumſtantial Relation of ſo i important an Adventure : (on Grace, 
Th. iv.) and ſpeaking of the divifion of ÆAgypt into Nomes, 
ne calls it an Achievement. In like manner, the Iriſb Wit di- 
vides his work of the Life of David into Chapters of Ad- 
 wentures 5 as, The Adventure of the Cave; The Duel, VIZ, be- 5 
tween David and Goliath, &c. 


then 
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c then that coactive power extended to the 
power of Life and Death and then this ima- 
e ginary Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction gave birth to 
&« a Fable; wherein no mention is made or hinted- 
at about Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction or Prieſts : 
and laſtly, what is ſuppoſed to be in the 
% Fable and is not, about predicting the day of 
the Criminal's death, means the inflicting ca- 
« pital Puniſhment ; which likewiſe is not in the 

e Fable, nor any thing ſimilar to it.” 
What will not Fancy, at this rate, get over? 

ſays Dr. Sykes “. | - 
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J cannot help lamenting here; how unlucky 
tit has been for the Carpocratian Proſelytes, who 
were to be changed out of Fools into Madmen ; 
that after his Lordſhip had ſanctified the blun- 
ders of this Viſionary, or his Printer, or his Prin- 
ter's Devil ; he did not give us a Comment upon 
Nixon's Prophecy, ( ora) when a Raven 
„ ſhould build in a Stone Lion's Mouth,” &c. ! 
Or he might, with equal benefit to the Public, 
have turned his thoughts to the famous Prophecy 
of Noſtradamus; who is called the Bacis of his age 
by Dr. Fortin, as Mother Shipton is called the 
Sibyl +. This famous Prophecy is in the Sixth 
Century of his Prophecies, page 241; which we 
are told, by the learned Phylician Dr. Francis 
Moore, (who may be, for aught I know, another 
of the beſt Scholars and molt learned Criticks of 
the age) in his Vox Stellarum, or Loyal Almanack 


E233 


* Sykes on the Double Doctrine, Pe 15 15 

1 Remarks, p. 145. 

144 i I | Ibid, 247, 148. | 
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for the year 1771, is fulfilling near theſe times; 
and runs thus, | ; | 
Quand deux du Pole Artique unis enſemble 
Et Orient quand effrayeur & craints 


Eſſeu nouveau ſouſtinu te grand tremb'e 
Rodes Bizance de ſang Barbare taiacte. 


And here his Lordſhip might have an opportu- 
nity of ſhewing his knowledge of the French, if 
he has any; by reſtoring the true reading. 

Or, if this does not hit his taſte, he may em- 
ploy his great Genius in reconciling the various 
Accounts we have of the celebrated Sleepers ; 
eque dignum vindice Nodum.—For, as Mahomet 
informs us; Some ſay, they were three; and 
their Dog was the fourth: and others ſay, they 
were ve; and their Dog was the ſixth: gueſſing 
e at a Secret Matter. And others ſay, they were 
« ſeven; and their Dog was the eighth “.“ 


Turpe eſt diffciles habere Nugas : 
Et ſtultus Labor eſt Ineptiarum. 


In ſhort; I could wiſh his Lordſhip to be em- 


ployed upon any thing, rather than Religion ; 
for his head is ſo full of Syſtem, Paradox, Whims, 
Freaks, and Megrims ; that he turns all our Gold 
into Lead; Sincerum ef nif/ vas, quodcunque in- 
fundis aceſcit, We may judge, what will be the 
Conſequence of his tinkering with Chriſtianity; by 
the miſerable work he has made with Morality 


and Judaiſin. His Iriſh account of Moral Obli- 


ation founds it in a great meaſure upon the Fear 
of Natural Evil; which proves it to be Natural 


and not Moral Obligation, There is no more 


*® Cal-'s Koran, Ch. xvii, p. 141. 
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Morality i in it, than in paying a Debt for fear of 


a Gaol : No more Senſe of Moral Obligation than 
in a Horſe, that ſtands quietly to be curried ; 
for fear you ſhould caſt him out to be devoured 
by the Oats . In ſhort, the fear of Natural 
Evil is common to Men and Brutes : but 
Moral Obligation can only be felt by thoſe 
Beings, who are ſenſible of Moral Fitneſs : for 
it does not ariſe from the fear of Puniſhment; 
but the fear of Guilt. 

As to Judaiſm, he ſeems to have out-done his 
uſual out-doings. For he tells us, the Chief Idea 
included in the term Religion is the doctrine of 
Rewards and Puniſhments +; and that the Jes 
had not this Doctrine, when all the Heathens 
had it. From whence it muſt unavoidably fol- 
low; that the Jes, when under the Theocracy, 
had little or no Religion at all. So much 
ee happier were the Heathens, (according to his 
+ Lordſhip's Hypotheſis, than thoſe to whom 
* Moſes was ſent by a Divine Legation F.” 

From his Notions of JONI: he endeavours 


* Cee Wardb. Shakefſ. Vol. II. p 442. Petrucio 5 85 


% Grumio, my horſes:” To which Grumio replies; « Ay, ' 


« Sir, they be ready: the Oats have eaten the Horſes.” The 
Biſhop improves upon Grumic's blunder, and tells us; We 
& mutt underftand a Diſtemper ſo called. It is probable, his 
Lordſhip might be thinking of the Pots; a real diſtemper, 
which the poor Jades got by eating Peaſe and Beans that were 
as dank as a dog: Hen. IV. Act ii. Sc. 1. and which his 
Lordſhip himſelf was much troubled with, in the year 17433 
when Thomas Bott, Rector of Spixwworth, in Norfolt, ex- 


poſed his notion of Moral Obligation very ſufficiently ; in his 
Anſwer to the Divine Legation. 


+ Div. Leg. 89. Third Edit. 87, 
1 wa on the Conduct of the * p. 46. 


to 


1 


to explain the Doctrines of Chritianity 3 ; and 
informs us, that the Lord's Supper is mean'd to 
be a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice; and that the Sacri- 
fice was an Atonement to the offended Majeſty 
of the Father. But, had he conſulted his Bible, 
he would have found ; that all Sacrifices of 
Atonement, or Sin-offerings, were to be entirely 
conſumed in the Fire . And conſequently, if 
the Death of Chriſt was {Vie -offering, the Lord's 
Supper could not be a Feaſt upon it; for what 
was conſumed by fire, could not be "afterwards 
feaſted upon: as has lately been obſerv'd by 
Dr. V; and was formerly, in a Sermon preach'd 
at Paul's Croſs by John Fox; author of the book 
of Martyrs. So that his Lordſhip's Divinity has 
been refuted above two hundred years. 
However, had he been contented to allow 
other men the ſame right of private Judgement, 
which he takes Himſelf; it might have paſs'd 
unnotice'd : but when he accuſes worthy and 
good men of holding heretical opinions; becauſe 
they differ from Him upon metaphyſical Queſ- 
8 0 8 which the Scripture has no where deter- 
mined; and endeavours to raiſe a clamour againſt 
them, among his brethren ; *cis time his own 
Doctrines ſhould be examined, by the ſame ur- 
philoſophical Criterion; and what Claim he has 
to Orthodoxy himſelf. BE the Beat beware of 
the Tinker: 


* And no Sin-offering, wherect, any of the blood i is brought 
into the Tabernacle of the Congregation, to reconcile withal in 
the holy place, ſhall be eaten: it mall be ne; in the Fire. 
Lew, vi. 28. Xs 17. 
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He tells us, in his book of Crate 1 ce that the 
& Reaſon of Mabomet's averſion to the Paſſion 
of Jeſus, whom he makes a Mortal, was; 
e becauſe he plainly ſaw, the Doctrine of Re- 
« demption followed the Paſſion, completed the 
e Scheme of Revelation, and ſhut-out all His 
4 bold Pretences. 

Here in the 1ſt place he ſays ; Mabomet makes 
Chriſt a Mortal. A very crude expreſſion ; but 
what does his Lordſhip make him? Will He 
venture to deny his Paſſion ; and tell us, that 
he did not die? or will he tell us, that his Death 
is no proof of his Mortality ? 

2. He tells us; © the Doctrine of Redemption 
« completed the Scheme of Revelation, and 
ce ſhut-out all Mahomet's bold pretences.” But 
neither of theſe aſſertions is true. As to the 
Redemption; Mahomet never pretended to be 
concerned in it: all his bold pretences were con- 
fine'd to a Revelation. And how does the Doc- 


trine of Redemption ſhut- out that pretence ? If 


the Biſhop means ; that no Revelation could be 


given to mankind, after the Doctrine of Re- 
demption was fully reveled ; he condemns the 


Apocalypſe, as well as the Koran: and, if lie does 
not mean ſo; the doctrine of Redemption will 


mut- out neither of them. 


But, if we look a little farther, we ſhall find; 


that, according to the Biſhop's Scheme, the doc- 
trine of Redemption was ſo far from ſhutting-out 
the bold pretences of Mabomet; that it admitted 


a much bolder one : viz. a Plurality of Mediators 
and Redeemers, in the great buis'nefs of recon- 
1 "NPE God to man.“, 


I 
te The atonement for the offended M 
&* the Father, fays his Lordſhip, was firſt to be 


© procured ; and this was the work of 


4 
c 
— 
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«c 


tain Conditions, a Remedy was pro 
o 


* 


ajeſty of 


the Son: 


who ſealed Man's Redemption by the ſacrifice 
of himſelf upon the Croſs. But, as this could 
only operate on each Individual under cer- 


vided for 


that helpleſs Condition of Man; which hin- 
dered the Atonement from producing its ef- 


« fect: and this was the office of the Holy 


« Ghoſt. So that they were joined in 
« Buis'neſs of reconciling God to man 


the great 
25 | 


This is moſt ſyſtematically ſpoken : but it hap- 
pens to be diametrically oppoſite both to the 


Scripture, common Senſe, and Orthod 
iſt, If Chriſt. ſealed Man's Redemptic 
ſacrifice of himſelf, he completed it; (22 
ſunt obſignari ſolent, ſays Cicero +) and t 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt could not afte 
neceſſary to procure the ect of it; 
Effect of the Atonement. To ſuppoſe, t 
made an Atonement ; which was not 
till a Remedy was provided to render it 
is entirely contrary to the words of the 
nion- Service: which declare it to be 
& perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, 
% and Satisfaction for the Sins of t 
„% World.” - 
2d. Where are we told in the Scri 
by any Orthodox Divine, of any Conditio 
which this atonement was to operate, e 
regard to Death or Sin ? Are not al 
deemed from Death ; whether they 
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or bad? and is our Redemption from it ever 
once attributed to the Holy Ghoſt; either in 
whole or in part? or was the operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt neceſſary, to redeem us from Sin? 
No ſuch thing is ever once hinted in Scripture. 
How effectual ſo ver it may be to prevent Sin, 
or to lead us to Repentance and Salvation; yet 
when Sin is once committed, (and then only an 
Atonement is wanting; ) it is never ſaid to be the 
office of the Holy Ghoſt to forgive it, or to re- 
deem from it; whether we ſuppoſe original or ac- 

tual Sin. b | 
His Lordſhip tells us; * this Sacrifice could 
only operate on each individual, under certain 
„ Conditions:“ but St. John was of a different 
opinion; and calls it a propitiation not for Our 
Sins only, but allo of the whole world; 1 J0%n ii. 
2. And, if this was the Caſe, the Atonement was 
univerſal, abſolute, and unconditional. And 
this appears alſo from St. Paul; who informs us, 
that the Reconcilement to God by the Death of 
his Son was made, when we were Enemies to him: 
Rom. v. 10. and, conſequently, without any Con- 
ditions at all. And the ſame Apoſtle hath taken 
no ſmall pains to ſhew, how far the Atonement 
itſelf extended; and where the abounding of the 
free Grace of God beyond the Atonement com- 
menced. And that, as to our final Salvation, 
we are not ſaved by his Death, or by the Atone- 
ment; but by his Life: i. e. by his power to ſave, 
according to the Conditions which he has re- 
vealed in the Goſpel. But his Lordſhip has con- 
founded the orthodox notion of the general Re- 
demption from the Penalty of the firſt Offence, 
with the Salvation of the Individuals; and the 
: | Office 


2 — 
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Office of the Holy Ghoſt with that of a Re- 
deemer; and the effect of Penitence with the 
effect of the Atonement. And the Conſequence 
of this Doctrine muſt be; that Man by the aſ- 
ſiſtence of the Holy Ghoſt joined in the great 
Work of reconciling himſelf to God; and fo 
became a joint Redeemer with Chriſt: and all 
others alſo, who have joined in promoting the Sal- 
vation of Man, as Paul, Apollos, Cepbas. &c. 
muſt be in like manner look'd- upon as joint Me- 
diators and Redeemers. 

VCC Caſe, now has the Second 
Remedy, by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſucceeded any better than the Firſt, which was to 
be by the Atonement ? Are all Men zow to be 
ſaved? Far from it; the ſecond Remedy brought 
in by the Holy Ghoſt, molt certainly extends no 
farther, than to thoſe, who obey the Conditions, on 
which Salvation 1s offered. (For it 1s Salvation 
that is conditional, and not Redemption; i. e. not 
the Effect of the Atonement, for that is univerſal: ) 
And fo, after two Remedies, we find the Genera- 
lity of Mankind ſtill continues in the ſame help- 


leſs Condition it did before; and ſtands in need 


of a third Remedy, to make the two former 
ones effectual. And all this Confuſion ariſes from 
ſuppoſing the Atonement did not produce its 
effect ; for which his Lordſhip has neither Rea- 
ſon, nor Scripture, nor Orthodoxy, to lupport 
him. | 
Nay, he might have learn'd a better Divinity 
than this from Shakeſpeare ; if he would have 
conſulted T/abells , whom he affects to deſpiſe 
10 much. Her words are theſe; 


* Meaſure for Meaſure, vol. 1. p. 383. Warb, Shakeſ; 
5 N "An. 


Ce] 


All the Souls that were, were forfeit ance; 


feu He, that might the — beſt have took, 
ound out the Remedy. 


Here is nothing of his Lordſhip's confuſed 
Notion of a firſt Remedy, which left Man in , 
helpleſs Condition; and a ſecond Remedy in 
vented, which was to cauſe the firſt Remedy to 
produce its effect.— She plainly tells us, all the 
Souls that exiſted were forfeit once; and that a 
Remedy was found for this helpleſs Condition”: 
and conſequently, the Remedy was as extenſive 
as the Forleit But, inſtead of receiving inſtruc- 

tion from the lips of a Lady; he ſeems to be 
in wrath, that She ſhould intermeddle with ſuch 
Subjects ; and ſays, „this is falſe Divinity; it 

* ſhould not be, all the Souls that were, were 
“ forfeit once; but, all the Souls that are, were 
5 forfeit once. 

Oh ! excellent Critick ! But why muſt poor 
Tabella be thus brow-beaten; for ſaying there was 
a time, viz. before the Death of Chriſt; when 
all the Souls that ere, were forfeit. Is not this 

the true Orthodox opinion; whether thoſe that 
_ exiſted afterwards were ſpoken of or not? To 
have ſpoken of thoſe who were forfeit before 
their Exiſtence, would have been beyond the 
deſign of her Argument; and more ſo, if the 
Forfeit was annulPd by the Atonement, i.e. b 
the Death of Chriſt, before their Exiſtence ; for 
then they never exiſted in a forfeit State. And 
if it be Heterodoxy in Her, to take no notice of 
thoſe, who did not exiſt till aſter the Aronement 
had been made; his Lordſhipis as guilty as She; 
in taking notice only of the Souls that now are. 
Waercas 
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11 a —8 Orthodox Writer would ſay; 
all the Souls that ever were, now are, or ſhall be 
hereafter, were forfeit once; the forfeit being 
intailed upon them before they came into Being. 

As to what he tells us of the Effect of rne 
Atonement, that it was to reconcile God to 
Man; I defy him to.produce one Text in Scrip- 
ture, in defence of that Expreſſion. God is never 
ſaid in Scripture to have been at Enmity with 
Man; or to have been reconciled: ro Man by the 
Death of Chrift. But Man is always repreſeated 
as baving been at Enmity with God, and recon- 
ciled to him; and ſometimes God is ſaid to have 
reconciled us to himſelf. This is conſiſtently and 
univerſally the Language of Scripture z and the 
| Biſhop has no right to alter it, whether he un- 
derſtands it or no. However, I ſhall not purſue 
this Subject any farther ; having ſufficiently thewn, 
that his Lordſhip 1s no more Tafallible, and nor 
a jot more Orthodox, than his Neizghbonrs. 

Bur, however ignorant he may be in Divinity, 
he has gotten an excellent Succedaneum : which, 
in the opinion of many, will do tull as well ; and 
cover as great a multitude of Sins, as a body of 
Divinity, He is ſo bigotted in favour of human 
Eſtabliſhments, though ever ſo oppoſite to fun- 
damental Truths ; that he abuſes the free In- 
quirers among the Heathens, as being maliciouſly 
inclin'd; for oppoling the worſhip of the Hero 
Gods. « The original of their Heathen-Gods, 
„ ſays the Biſhop, was maliciouſly purſued by 
“ the Free Inquirers of thoſe times “. — And 
what advantage can be expected to Chriſtianity, ? 

from ſuch a Defender; whoſe Principles con- 
demn the Apoſiles, and even Chriſt himſelf, as 


| + Div, Leg. book IV. ſect. v. p. 245, Edit I. 268, Edit III. 
5 malicious 
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malicious Inquirers; for introducing the worſhi 
of the one God, and oppoſing the eſtabliſhed 
Polytheiſm of the Heathens? | 

However, though he makes but a Poor figure 
in Divinity, he may do well enough in the Cha- 
racer of a profeſſed Critick; and ht he ſhould 
ſtick-to, as his Fort : for it has been a point long 
ago determined at Greſpam College, upon the 
Election of a Profeſſor; that there was no neceſ- 
ſity he ſhould underſtand the Science he was to 
profeſs. His Lordſhip therefore, as a profeſſed 
Critick, bad a right to explain damnatus crimi- 
ne mortis to ſignify Acquitted * And the words 


more and migbtier, in Exod. i. g. to ſignify more 


prolific and more healthy + ; and to quarrel with 
a late Profeſſor of the Univerſity of Oxford, as if 
he had called him madbrain'd; merely becauſe 
he did not know how to conſtrue bis Latin 4. He 


* Driv Leg. hb. II. PL TI p. 263, Edit, TIT. wrongfully 
judg' d; whether to Acquittal or Conviction. 


+ Ibid, lib. IV. ſect. v. p. 276, Edit. I. zoo, Edit. III. 


f The words are theſe 3 Non multo ſanius judicare; which 
the Biſhop tranſlates, to judge almoft inſanely. This a late Pro- 
feflor of the Univerfity of Or, tells us in a pamphlet, p. 71. 
is a very inſane Tranſlation : and then laments, that the Biſhe 
does not underſtand his old-faſhion'd Latin. Ridiculous ! was 


it not his own fault? what buis'neſs had he to write in the old 


Style of Cicero and Horace; and the reſt of the Rums, that are 
buried in the Oxford Libraries? What would he bimſelf now 


think of a Man; that thonld write the ſame Engliſh, which 


was in vogue in Chaucer's- days? The Biſhop had juſt the 
ſame right 16 complain, that the Profeſſor does not underſtand 
his Notes upon Felletus Paterculus. It the one is reſolv'd to 


write in the old, and the other in the zew Style; they ___ 


25 welt endeavour to Convince one another in W elch. 


* 


may 
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may tranſlate Epitimens to mean a Calumniator, 
merely to increaſe his own party ; though it 
means nothing more than a Reprehender or fault- 
finder. He may palm the Italics pon us in 
TE, xxxi. 28, as sche Hebrew Verity “; and build 


an 


It is amazing, how. many of the Learned have been miiled 

by the Text here referred-to; taking it for granted, that the 
Italics, to be puniſhed, are in the Hebrew!'z and that the word, 
Fudge, ſignifies a Civil Magiſtrate: both which are falſe. For, 
Iſt, the words, 70; be Punijh'd, are not in the Original; and 
therefore it might as well be tranſlated,” An iniquity before the 
Judge, or againft the Judge, or &c. And 2dly, the word Judge 
may ſignify the Judge of the whole earth; whoſe anger he fear'd. 
See verſes 2, 3, 14, 25, or any Perſon of underſtanding. The 
fame word is here uſed, as in verſe 11. Kultetus underſtands 
by Pelilim, arbitratoria; a crime ſo clear, that every one by 
his own judgement immediately condemns it: the learned Peters 
(the Biſhop's good Friend) hath taken very great and good pains 
to determine the Senſe of this word; and very juſtly obſerves, 
that both in the 11th and 28th verſes, and many if not all other 
places, it is expreſſive of reſolving Doubts and Controverfies; : 
and declaring what Reaſon and Virtue and Conſcience die- 
tated in the Caſe : not an authoritative Judging, and magiſterial 
Deciſion, as done by civil Judicatures 3 which is always ren- 
der'd by Miſhphat and vhaphat. Holden on Job. 
But any thing will ſerve our Iatolerauts, to defend Perſecu- 
tion and therefore, to corroborate the Conclufion, that the 
Civil Magiſtrate is to judge in matters of Religion, they call-in 
the aſliſtence of another Text; Gen. xviii. 19. which is as little 
to the purpoſe; where it is fad in the Engliſh, that Abraham 
will command his Children and his Houſehold after him; and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord. But the word us, 
tranflated commard, implies no ſuch Autherity as is here pre- 
tended. Paguinus tranſlates it ſlccpit. — However, one of 
our learned Writers, taking it for granted that he is upon the 
right trail, runs op as follows. —** If he could command, he 
«/ could. cert; ainly inferce his Command; by proper Penalties in 
„ caſe of Diſobedience : For a Law, without a Sandtion, is 
„ properly no Law at all; but a mere Shadow or Cypher.” 
Here we find Abraſam's Pr ecept 18 oye” Tranflation a 3 
an 


1 


an Argument upon it againſt the Antiquity of 
the Book : and yet he may tell us, with his uſual 
Conſiſtency ; that the Bible, of which this book. 


of 


and this Command is by Interpretation a Law : and this Law 
muſt have proper Penaitie,; or elſe it is no Law.— Here. Mr, 
Fohn Brekel, and other Proteffants generally make a full ſtop; - 
and ſeem to be at fault: not choofing ſo much as to explain, 
What fort of Penalties theſe proper Penalties are: And the 
popiſb Beagles firſt begin to open, and enjoy the Scent of 
Bloud; and puſh-on full cry to the end of the Chace: which is 
bat oue Step further, aud all % Frew. A Law, without a 
proper Penalty, ſays the Proteſtant Intolerant; is but a mere 
Cypher. True, ſays the Papiſt 5 and fo is every Penalty, that 
does not enforce Obedience. And therefore, if men will conti- 
nue obſtinate, and will not be prevailed-upon by wholeſome 
Scverities 3 we mult ſend for our Halters and Faggots—and give 
the e botheo for the Game is down. —— Here we ſee, 
how greatly the Papift is oblig'd to the Proteſtant; for en- 
larging the Limits of the Hunt. For whereas it formerly 
reached no farther, than to outward As of Idolatry and He- 
reſies of all kinds; It is now extended by Gen. xv1ii. 19, and 
Job xxxi. 24, 25, 26, 27, to the moſt ſecret actions of Ido- 
latry, and the 7: ward Vices of the Mind; ſuch as making Gold 
our Hope, and rejoicing in our Riches, Ver. 24, 255 and, by 
Yanty of reaſon, ro every Imagination of the Heart. And fo 
ar they are certainly right, that theſe things are to be puniſhed 
by the Judge; if by the Judge they mean the Judge of the 
whole Earth: but if they ſuppoſe the Juege to mean the Civil 
Magiſtrate, their Inquiſition will be more inſupportable; than 
was ever yet felt among the Papiſts. 

Tt is indeed objected by ſome; that the Civil Magiſtrate can 
be no proper Judge of Religious Controrerſies, for this trifling 
Reaſon ; becauſe he ſeidom knows any thing of the matter, 
But theres is another Senſe of the word Felilim, if the LXX 
have riget y tranſlated it; which removes that Objection en- 
tirely : It is in Dext. xxxii. 31. For their Rock is not as our 
Rock; even their Enemies being Judges; which the LXX 
reader thus, 08 e £ 87 X pol NAWv EvOr,T01 . Now if the Evorror 
were the Pelilim, or "Judges, ſo long ago as the days of Maſes; 
they may plead Preſcription : and | c#n ſee no reaſon, why the 
$/aui fi. ou not be included among them, 
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of Job is a part, is Eternal; like the Sun *. Te 
which Dr. Syzes thought it ſufficient to anſwer; 
Is the Sun Eternal? No: Is the Bible Eternal? 
No: How then can the ane be Eternal, like the 
other? Poor man! he did not lee, that this was 


the very argument that proved it. For if nei- 
ther of them be eternal 47 all, then they are 


both eternal alike. The Critical Enquirer into 


the Cauſes of Prodigies uſes the fame kind of 
Logic; where he mentions a Similitude between 
the unborn Doctors and the unborn Aſculapins : 
and he concludes his Reaſoning with this inge- 

nious Queſtion ; “and what carried a greater 
Circumſtance, than Similitude of Birib+ 2? Here 


the Similitude of Birth could only conſiſt in this 


that neither of them was born at all. | 
'Tis likely enough, that in this s place his Lands 


ſhip might think it worth while to venture at a 


little e Chicanery : in order to FT the Vulgar z 


It is remarkable, that Fob xxxi. 2. is tranflated, in Queen Eli. 


zabelli s Bible, For this is a ww.chedaneſs and iniquity to be 


condenn'd : and verſe 28th, This alſo had been an Dugquity to 
be condemned : Lond. 15 58. The Intention of King Fames's 
Tranſlators, in rendering the Place as they have done, is pretty- 
obvious; and it ſeems to have ſerv'd the purpoſe with many. 
And if the Iutolerants come again into power, it is probable, 


they will tick to the well-known maxim; that there may be 


much Divinity without 2 186 and proceed to chooſe their judges 
from among the &@voyTo;, agrecably to the common Practice of the 
Inquiſition And then I don't doubt, this Text of Deutero- 


nomy will become as famous in the Gee; as thoſe I have 


quoted from Geneſ/is and Fob are in the Engliſh : and the He- 
brew Verity will be left to ſhift for itſelf, -as well as it can. 


Div. Leg. IV. v. p. 208, Edit. I. 22 3» Edit. III. 


+ 4 Critical Enquiry into the "ou 17 Prodigies &e. 
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and ſhew himſelf as zelous among the Chriſtians, 
as the Souniſes are among the Mahometans ; who 
aſſert the Eternity of the Koran. Bur the Son- 
niles are conliſtent, in their Nonſenſe : for they 
tell us, that the Koran is uncreated; and ſubſiſting 
in the very Eſſence of God: but his Lordſhip 
muſt come- off like a Miſerable indeed; for his 
Bombaſt muſt end in this that the Bible is 
eternal; like the Sun, which is not eternal; ex- 
cepting in this one particular, that it is not near 
ſo old. He may tell us, that Sir Jaac Newton's 
Egyptian Chronology was faſhion'd only to ſup- 
port his Grecian; in Contradiction to what Sir 
Tjaac himſelf has declared in his Preface : and then 
anſwer his whole Book, without underſtanding half 
of it. In ſhort, under the character of a profeſſed 
Critick, he has a right to canvals a// Subjects, and 
criticiſe upon all Languages; without being Maſ- 
ter of ane of either: and 1s not to be curbed by any 
of thoſe learned Rebells, who pretend to ſet Heir 
Knowledge above his Prerogative. Any common 
Man indeed; after being ſcouted, as he has been, 
for his Ignorance both in the ancient and modern 
Languages, not excepting the Engliſh ; would not 
have dared to ſwagger ever after, e even with a Bar- 
bary Hen : but rather have aggravated his voice, 
like Bully Bottom; and roar'd like a ſucking Dove. 
But this Lion- Ee Man of Moab ſcorns ſuch baſe 
Compliances. On the contrary, he rubs his Fore- 
head, in imitation of his Friend Pope; when 
he put Dr. * and Dr. Bentley into the 


Fale's Koran, p. 67. 
Midſummer Night's Drew. 
+ Mr. Pope ridicules Dr. Clarke in theſe Verſes, (See Dun- 


* B. iv. 1. * and the Note.) | 
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Foundery, in order to melt them down into Blun- 
derbuſſes; and having given it the true impene- 
trable Bronze, he calleth it Nehuſbtan; 1. e. a 


Front of Braſs: (II. Kings xviii. 4) And thus armed 
he boldly ſets all Scholarſhip at Defiance. And 


We nobly take the high Priori Road 
And reaſon downward, till we doubt of God 
And yet this is the ſame Road, that Abraham walked in; when 
he argued, (Ger. xxviii. 25.) Shall not the Judge of all the 
world do Right? and Zzetzel, when he ſays, in the name of God, 
Are not my ways equal? It is the ſame road, in which Euclid 
found the three Angles of a Triangle to be equal to two Right 
ones; and Pythagoras, that the Square of the Hypothenuſe is equal 
to the Sum of the Squares of the two other Sides in a rectangled 
Triangle, —But Dr. Clarke does not attempt to prove the Be- 
ing of a God a Priori; but a Pofteriori; i. e. from his 
Works: and after proving a Pefteriori the Exiſtence of an 
eternal independent neceflarily - exiſtent Being, he then pro- 
oedes, from the Nature of ſuch a Being, or a Priori, to ſhew; 
that it implies a Contradiction to ſuppoſe his Non-exiſtence. And 
how a man can reaſon downwards from a propoſition, which 
declares it to be a Contradiction to ſuppoſe the Non- exiſtence 
of God, to a doubt of his Exiſtence; requires a ſhrewder Pen 
to make out, than either the Poet or his Annotator were ever 
Mafters of. | 4 | | 
Dr. Clarke and many others both before and fince have tra- 
velled this high Priori Road very ſafely; and enjoy'd the moſt 
agreeable as well as the moſt extenſive Proſpects from it. 
Whereas the B p of G=— found it full of Ms; ſuch 
as deprive Men of their Sight of the End, and miſlead them 
in the Choice of the Means: Such a wide difference there is 
between Men! Homo homini quid preflat !— would adviſe 
theſe weak-ey'd Mortals to recreate themſelves in the flow'ry ' 
Paths of Fancy and Imagination and philoſophical Reverie 
or to take a journey to the Antipodes, where the Sun ſhines on 
the other fide the Globe; and they are in no ſuch danger: 
(See Canons of Crit. 82. and the Biſhop's note, Vol. I. p. 133) 
but by no means venture themſelves among theſe Miits ; where 
much Care, Attention, and Judgement are neceſſary. It is 
neither a proper Path for the Poet, nor his half-reatoning Ele- 
Phant. Pope's Eth, Ep. i. I. 214. 


tho 


1. 46 
tho? he allows with the learned, aliud ef Grammnur 
tice loqui, aliud Latine; has plainly proved, in his 
Letter to Biſhop Hare, that he is paramount to 
Both. Never was the Prerogative of a Critick 
by Profeſſion carried ſo high before; nor ſuch a 
Galiimawfſry ſerv*d-up together in ſo few pages: 
Whether it be Law-latin, learned at [norams's 
deſk; or made upon the Principles of Coun- 
ſellor Puzzle to his Clerk, that making a thing 
Latin is only making it 20 Enghfh; is a moot 
point, If it be conſidered as an imitation of 
Biſhop Hare's Epiſtola Critica to Dr. Bland , 
it is the higheſt piece of Burleſque and Carica- 
ture, that can be conceiv'd. The Latinity, like 
the Silver of French Plate, is fo thin ſpread; that. 
the Engliſh appears all under it: and proves it 
to have been firſt written in Eugliſb, and then 
tranſlated into a kind of Lingua Franca that would 
have puzzled the whole Roman Senate. And if 
the Writer of it had ſhewn it up for an exerciſe 
at Eton, Weſtminſter, or Wincheſter ; he would no. 
have continued Marburtono, but changed hi, 
name to Stafſilato; which his Lordſhip interpret 
to ſignify well laſbed and lead“. We may fe Dr. 


* Warb, Shakeſpear. Vol. I. p. 187. Tempeſt. 

I'll give a Specimen of his Lordſhip's Style; in the ferm of 
an addreſs to himſelf and the Readers: in which I ſhall endea- 
vour to preſerve the Claſſical Beauties of his Letter to Biſhop 
Hare, prefixed to his Emendations on Pellejus Paterculus, 

publiſhed in the VIIth Vol. of the Biblioth. Britann. for 17 36. 
Ad Ampliſimum Virum, Theologorum literatiſimum, Cri- 
ticorum Scientiſimum, W. E.G. cæteroſq; omnes Lec- 

: | tores, quacuingue ingrediuntur vid. — | 5 

BY | Communis humanitatis Scientia, que unica Sapienti convenit, 
ex antiquis 3 guemedimedum communis tantum dementiæ Autlio- 
| | ribs 
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I 
Fortin's opinion of it, in his Life of Eraſmus. 
Altho' it may not be advis'able for a Scholar to 
e grow old in the ſtudy of words; and to give 


ribus diſcitur ab hodiernis. Juædam etenim ſunt Materia 
Portiones, facultate cogitationis donate *, quæ THN TN 
AODQN KPIEIN ITOAAHZ EINAI IIEIPAE TEAETTAION. 
ENITENNHMA 3 opinantur; & Criticorum nomine, a quibuſ- 
dam Artis Criticz vere peritis, immerito dignatæ, quibus tamen 
alii ne vel hilum hujus eſſe contendunt *, ſe primas omnium re- 
rum eſſe volunt, nec ſunt : & eq circumſtantia , ut ingenue 
fateamur, Ars Critica % cognatam fibi non ſervat wirilem 
dignitatem. LATRANS at harum vis ingenii, que qui- 
dem ſumma eſt, non fugit quemquam in literis neotericis me- 
diocriter verſatum. Inter bas morbo/iſſmmum revera fuiſſe War- 
burtoni /atum ut concedat Lector, vel Epiſtola ejus ad Amp. 
Virum F. E. C.“ perlecta, facile fortaſſe impetraverimus ; 
an emnino deſperandum, illius eft pronuntiare . Ut ut hac 
fint, que non cenſendum e me pretermiſſum ire; non à re 
duxi hoc proponere in Publico, quem donare Warburtoni lucu- 
brationibus habueram in animo. Parum feliciter etiamſi ma- 
nus ad prava admoverem, haud debet mihi vitio verti. Ca- 
nones enim Critici loca facile expugnabilia præripuerunt 7; 
mag namque ex ea re geſla laudem ſunt adepti: reliqua, quan 
multa ! quam difficilia ! poſteris intacta tradiderunt : Sic ſe 
habuerat res, neque debet, quod contenti ſumus hac animad- 
verſionum paucitale; Curatas gras Publicum donoꝰ. Quan- 
doquidem niſi ille Honeſtos cornu petere ccepitlet, neque ego 
incautis vociferaſſem , neque fœnum cornibus ejus illigaflem, 
1 { 8 2 


Warburton's Emend. p. 256. 
Ibid. 257, 258. | | 
Longin. de dublim. the Motto to Warburion's Shakeſp. 
202, 2 
Ib. 274. | 
Francis Hare, Biſhop of Chicheſter. | 
7 The Weight of Metal uſed againſt his T,ordſhip on this 
Occaſion was prodigious 3 the Battery conſiſted of five and 
twenty Canons, all playing upon him at once; under the di- 
rection of that very Skilful Engineer, Thomas Edwards, Eſq. 
Marburt. Emend, in Vell. Pater, p. 264. 
5 Ibid. 258. 8 
' 302019. 357% 
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too much of that time to the poliſhing of Pe- 
„ riods, which might be better ſpent in acquiring 
* real Knowledge; yet ſhould our young Stu- 
« dents be exhorted to learn to write Latin ſo, 
as to be able upon occaſion to compole a few 
Pages with Correctneſs and Perſpicuity, with- 
: out Soloeciſins and Barbariſms; and in a Style 
better than Magiſter noſter Paſſavantius, and 
*© the Epiſtolæ obſcurorum virorum. A Scholar 
e ſhould be capable at leſt of performing thus 
« much: A Genius is more at Liberty; and may 
s accoutre himſelf, as he thinks fit; every dreſs 
becomes him | 
e Hllum, quicquid agit, quoquo veſtigia movit, 
“ Componit furtim ſubſequiturque Decor a.“ 
And indeed, without this Privilege, how would 
he be able to defend his eternal Self- contradic- 
tions, both with regard to Men and Things; abuſ- 
ing thoſe very Men for Dunces and Block heads, 
whom he lately gloried-in as his Friends and 
Companions; and look'd upon as the Choice 
and Maſter Spirits of the age 


quo Boni ſibi cavendum admonerentur; neque Morboſiſſimi 
hujus & Nen #a0dZiroc; contagia vel furca quidem laceſ- 
ſiſſem — Indignatio! | | 

: Mime fit intelligenda hec locutio Græca; nifi, ut ne- 
ceſſe e, interpretemus 7, a MISERABLE, Eut others have 
imagined the ſenſe of the Greek Words to be better expreſſed 
by the Latin word Inſanus; or in Engliſh, according to his 
Lordſhip's tranſlation, Mad-brain'd, Dr. Fortin tranſlates it; 
a Cacodemon ; which conveys no Idea. See the Lite of Eraf- 
Us, ' $ 604. | | » 

4 Warburt. Emend. 275: 

= Life of Eraſmus, I. 451. | 

* During Mr. Pope's War with Theobald, Concanen, and the 
reſt of their Tribe; Mr. Warburton, the preſeut Lord Biſhop 

55 | of: 


[ 49 ] 

And laſtly, If he had not a right to aſſert 
What he knows to be wrong; how could he de- 
fend his Veracity! Tho* we ſhould make a great 
allowance to the Rapidity of his extraordinary 
Genius, his Love of Faradox, and natural Gravi- 


” 


of G „did with great zeal cultivate their Friendſhip 
having been introduced forfooth at the Meetings cf that reſpec 
table Confederacy : a favour, which he afterwards ſpoke of in 
very high terms of cemplacency and thankfulneſs. At the 
ſame time; in his intercourſe with them, he treated Mr. Pope in 
a moſt contemptuous manner; and as a Writer without Genius 
Of the truth of theſe aſſertions his Lordſhip can have no doubt; 
if he recollects his own correſpondence with Concanen: a part 
of which is till in being; and will probably be remembred as 
long as any of this Prelate's writings. Note to Dr. Aken/ide's . 
Ode to Thomas Edwards, Eſq. He uſed to ſpeak of the 
Eſſay on Man, as a Syſtem of Athei/m and Fatali/m; and of 
his Univer/al Prayer, as a prophane Parody upon the Lord's 
Prayer. But now—tempora mutantur. ? 

In ſhort, what can we fay of a Man; who, at a time, when 
all his Brethren were bewailing the Sinfulneſs of this Nation 
and exprefling their Fears, that God would viſit their Iniquities; 
could venture ſo far to flatter the Men in power, as to publiſh 
a Diſcourſe on Joel ii. 20; in order to ſhew, that Great- 
Britain in its preſent Circumſtances may reaſonably aſpire to 
the diftinguiſhed Protection of Heaven,” Thus, while the 
reſt of the Clergy were imitating the Publican; his Lordſhip 
choſe to appear in the Character of the Phariſte : Luke xviii. 
However, they both ſeem to have taken the moſt e ffectual 
means to their Ends in view; his Brethren, to exalt the Nation, 
by humbly confeſſing our national impieties ; and his Lordſhip, 
to exalt Himſelf; by flattermg the Publick, that they had no na- 
tional impieties to confeſs ; © Tiere is but one impediment wwe 
have to fear, ſays his Lordſhip, in the happy Iſue of our 
appeal ¶ to Heaven ; and that is, the private Vices and im- 
pieties of this Nation.” p. 26. And again; © Blefſe& be 
„ God! Great-Britain has a Cauſe; whieh may not only 
« cvith Mode/ty {upplicate the Protection, but with 'Confidence” 
[ the Antitlieſis would have been clearer, if he had faid, 
but ,,“ Modeſty] © appeal to the Juſtice of Heaven.“ 
$9: e 
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tation towards Inconſiſtency and Contradiction; 
and above all, to that *©* peſtilent Miſchief in the 
« road to Truth, (as his Lordſhip calls it;) a 
&« favourite Hypotheſis :” yet how can he other- 
' wiſe excuſe, with all this allowance, that unpro- 
voke'd premeditated and bareface'd Fallity ; which 
he has given us in the following public Adver- 
tiſement before one of his Sermons on the Re- 
bellion! 

% Advertiſement. When, during the heat of the 
<« late unnatural Rebellion, the duty I owe'd my 
86 Country ſeem'd to call upon me; I did, at dif- 
« ferent junctures, according to the meaſure of 
* my Ability, compoſe Three diſcourſes on that oc- 
* calion, They were ſolely deſign'd for the 

e publick benefit; without any intended Oppo- 
« ſition of Doctrines. To theſe I have now 
« added a Fourth; which I hope will need no 
&« Apology: eſpecially as I am not likely ſoon 
to treſpaſs again on the publick in this ſort.” 
Nou one of theſe Three Sermons, ſaid to be 
compoſed on occaſion of the Rebellion, was writ- 
ten, preach*d, and printed, above Seven years be- 
fore; but was indeed re- preach' d, and re- printed. at 
this time — The firſt Edition was printed by Gyles, 
in 1738; and called, Faith working by Charity 
to Chriſtian Edification; with a Preface and Poſt- 
ſcript: The ſecond Edition was printed by 
Knapton, in 1745; and called, a Faithful Portrait 
of Popery : &c. Uſque adeo Lectores ſuos pro 
Stupidis et Bardis habet; quibus quidvis imponere 
Abi licere ſecure confidit *. But 

Tho! we deſpair of finding _ benefit to 


* Hare s Epiſt, Crit. = 
i | 3 ĩ Chriſti- 


„„ 
Chriſtianity, by ſuch a Defender; or any uſe ind 
deſign of Providence, in reveling this dream to 
the Biſhop's prophet; it may be worth while to 
conſider, what his Lordſhip could propoſe ; by 
laying it before the world as a Prophecy, and 
making ſuch a Pother about it. . 
We are told, it is his Lordſhip's opinion; 
that the Viſions of Evans are a Curioſity, de- 
«* ſerving to be known; but not a Foundation 
to build any thing upon *.“ But what can 
this mean? Is not a manifeſt Prophecy, as an 
extraordinary Genius calls it, a proper founda- 
tion to build upon? Is not Chriſtianity built up- 
on it? How can theſe Viſions deſerve to be 
known, if nothing can be built upon them; or 
wherein do they excel the Prophecies of Mothet 
SHipton, and the reſt of the Sibyls + ? | 


* Rem. 386. | | 
I We find among the Eſoteric Doctrines of the Modern 
Philoſophers, that the 8 (it is not ſaid; which of them) 
was the Mother Shipton of the Ancients. Rem. 147. This 
was a Secret unknown to the antient Fathers, as well as the 
Moderns ; who confidered the Siby/line Oracles as divine Re- 
velations, from the. ſecond Century to the Reformation, They 
probably were miſtaken 3 but they were not ſo ridiculous, as 
this Sorcerer repreſents them. What ſhall we ſay of our An- 
ceſtors; who believed in Witchcraft and Aſtrology? Are we 
to look upon them as Hunts, or old Women, upon this account z 
and plume ourſelves upon our own Wiſdotn, becauſe We have 
gotten over theſe miftakes? Men of Honeſty and Under- 
ſtanding, who know the frailties of the beſt and wiſeſt of 
Men, and how ſtrangely an Error once advanced by a Man 
of Character will be receiv'd by poſterity without examination; 
will not give ſuch a raſh judgement. However, this curious 
Remark was more natural, from the pen of Mr. Collins; than 
from Dr. Jortiu's: and he weu'd have loft no Honour; if he 
had quoted the Scheme of Literal Prophecy, p. 43. 
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: (SS 
The diſciples of Evans may indeed pretend, 
that they do not build upon his Viſions ; bur 
why then do they attempt to bring them into 
repute, and paſs them off for Prophecies ? — 
And if they tell us, that this is not their deſign 
why do they affect fuch a wonderment ? why do 
they appear fo fabbergaFer'd ; and talk of the pro- 
digious part of the affair; and of “ the wonderful 
coincidence,” which afoniſbes all who carefully 
conſider it? - of the terms of Aſtoniſbment, in 
which it was ſpoken of —and that an extraordinary 
„ Genius conſidered it as a manifeſt Prophecy ? And 
Wn AR why is it called a Prophecy, and the dreamer 
10 Wl called a Prophet, through the whole Account ? 
1" Can it be of any Service to Chriſtianity to believe, 
that a miraculous intercourſe with the Supreme 
Being was ever carried-on by Knaves and Fools ? 
and that God ſhould give. a Revelation, which 
nothing can be built upon? That it will do 
no good, is beyond diſpute : it will never help 
the Chriſtian Cauſe; but it may do much Harm. 
It may be uſe'd to pull down Truth; though it 
be unable to ſupport it : and many very dan- 
gerous doctrines may be built upon it. In ſhort, 
when we are told, _ 


of the Moldwarp, and the Ant, 

Of dreamer Merlin, and his Prophecies, 

And of a Dragon, and a finleſs Fiſh, 

A clip'd-wing Griffin, and a moulting Raven, 
A couching Lion, and a ramping Cat, 

And ſuch a deal of ſkimble-ſkamble ſtuff; 
[It]. puts us from our Faith. 


U 


1 Hen. IV. a. iii. 


And when theſe reveries are puff d- off in the 
extravagant Stile here uſe'd; it ſometimes in- 
clines me to think, all Prophecy is intended to be 

| ; 1 ridiculed 4 
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ridiculed; at other times I conſider Evans diſ- 
ciples like Children, who divert themſelves with 
ſtories of Ghoſts and Fairies and Hobgoblins; 
till they frighten one another, and are afraid to go 
to bed; and I can't help painting to myſelf two 
of theſe minute Philoſophers in the ſame ridicu- 
lous attitude, in which Shakeſpear has deſcrib'd 
a zete-a-tete of the fame kind 2 
I ſaw a Smith upon his Anvil, thus, i 

With open mouth ſwallowing a Taylor's news. 
As to the extraordinary Genius, who imagin- 
ed this Dream to be a manifeſt Prophecy; 1 
ſhould not wonder, unleſs I miſtake the man, 
if he had defended all the ſtories that are told 
of the miraculous Cures perform'd at Abbe Pa- 
7is's Tomb; if ſo be that by that price, (to uſe his 
Lordſhip's elegancy of Stile, when he tranſlates 
Greek into Engliſh out of the French *) he could 
perſuade us to believe the Legends of his own 

Church. F F | 
Nor need we wonder much at his Lordſhip's 
 Wenderments ; if we do but conſider his aſtoniſh- 


* His Lordſhip refers to the Words of Eteocles, in the 
 Pleoniſſe of Euripides; I. 506. hs : : 
| "Eyw de Son, pwalg, emorgaus tea" 
"Afgwy avivow A Teo; avaTIANAsS, 

DE Kea e kyeg de, ycclog wv Scl. TAS 

Which he travflates thus, I will not, Madam, diſguiſe my „ 
thoughts. I could ſcale Heawen, I could deſcend to the wery 
entrails of the Earth; if /o be that by that price I could obtain 
a Kingdom. Warb. Shakeſp. Vol. I. p. 116.——The French 
tranſlation runs thus; Fe ne deguiſerai point ici mes ſenti- 
mens, Madame; 7 eſcalerois le ciel, & je deſcenderois aux 
Fntrails de la terre; fi a ce pris je pouvois conquerir la plus 
brillante des Couronnes,” Le Theatre des Grees, Tom. II. 
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ment at Sir 2 Newton, for underſtanding more 
and mightier in Ex. 1. 9. to ſignify more and 
ve upon which he cries out, amazing Inter- 
pretation] and Dr. Sykes returns him the Com- 
pliment of Admiration. So that his Lordſhip is 
not only full of Wonder and Aſtoniſhment in Him- 
ſelf, but the Cauſe of Wonder and Aſtoniſhment 
in other Men. And here he has greatly the 
Advantage of Sir John Falſtaffe ; for a man may 
always wonder, though he may not be always 
Witty. And his Lordſhip well knows by fre- 
quent experience, when he has been at a Plunge 
both for Wit and Argument, with what Wonder 
ful ſucceſs a Note of Admiration has Supplied 
the want of both. Afoniſping! Amazing ! Pro- 
digious] may be uſed to prove any propoſition to 
be either true or falſe, juſt as the Writer pleaſes; 
and ſerve as well as O Lord Sir * for a gene- 
ral anſwer to every thing that can poſſibly be 
ſaid upon any ſubject * And if his 
Lordſhip had ras, to this method, in his anſwer 
to Sir Jaac Newton's Chronology z Dr. Sykes 
could never have expoſe d his Tgnorance about 
it. 
; The Poet Dryden ſaw the unavoidable conſe- 
_ quence of believing ſuch trumpery Stories; as 
plainly appears from his beginning his All for 
Love with theſe Lines; 
Portents and Prodigies are grown ſo „ ; 
That they have loſt their Name; 


And. it muſt be obvious to every man of ſenſe, 
that 1 in proportion as ſuch anile Fables are be- 
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F All's well that Ends well, Act II. Sc, 4. 


leiv'd, 


B 
leiv'd, all real Prophecies muſt loſe their In- 
fluence and Importance with Mankind; and the 
whole Impreſſion of Prodigies and Miracles be 
entirely loſt, and follow the fate of his Lordſhip 8 
Comment. | 
And it is no excuſe after all this, to give us 
here and there ſome looſe hints; that Evans may 
be like an Enthuſiaſt, a Myſtic, a Cabbaliſt, a 
Quietiſt“.— What is this to the purpoſe; if he 
has given us a manifeſt Prophecy? and how ſhall 
we diſtinguiſh the Enthuſiaſt from the real Pro- 
phet; or the real. Prophet from the Enthuſiaſt ? 
In ſhort, nothing can be built upon ſuch rubbiſh, 
but what would grow there of itſelf; Superſti- 
tion on one fide, and Scepticiſmi on the other: 
neither of which can be ſuppoſed agreable to 
the Biſhop's Principles. And if this be really 
the Caſe; that his Lordſhip is innocent of any 
meaning in telling us this pretty Tale, and builds 
nothing at all upon it; he might as well have 
entertained. us with the Solemn Hiſtory of the 
Cock-Lane Ghoſt, or the Drummer of Tedworth : 
and the beſt excuſe he can make to the publick 
for taking up their time with ſuch Traſh, would 
be to confeſs fairly and honeſtly; that it was done 
in order to immortalize his name; agreable to the 
humourous diftich in the Terræ filius; 


Thy Verſes are immortal, O my Friend: 
For thoſe who read them read them to x0 End. 


In ſhort, ſoon after he- firſt began his Courtſhip 
to. Fame, he followed the example of the God 
| V. ertumnus in his addreſſes to Pomona ; aff milavit 


1 Rem. 387. 


E 4 Anum; 


E 


Auum; he took upon him the old |" "Moy as we 
ſee by this Commentary; and he ſucceded; The 
Character was a venerable Sheer, and well 

ſupported. 


Omnis Ariſtippum decuit Status & Color & Res. 


Others imagine; he took the Old Woman upon 
him, to get rid of the green Sickneſs; the Symp- 
toms of which were very threat'ning, at the time 
he publiſh'd his book of Tranſlations; (which 
tied of that diſtemper) at the ſame time that the 
Hiſtoric Muſe was ſo very ill of it: an account 
of which we find in his next book, the Critical 
and 4 lt Enquiry into the Cauſes of Pro- 
digies, &c. p. 63. The words are theſe; The 
*+* Hiſtorick Muſe, after much vain longing for 

* a vigorous adorer, is fallen under that indiſ- 
Nats poſition of her Sex, ſo well known by a de- 
<« praved appetite for Traſh and Cinders.” How- 
ever, his Lordſhip's Critical Muſe had a ftronger 
Conſtitution ; and got over it, as I tell you; by 
raking the Old Woman. And the yellow kue, 
that now;fpreads ſo widely among his friends, and 
tinges eyery page in the delicacy of Friendfvip, 
and many other pamphlets, is entirely owing to 
a very different Cauſe, © 

But though the learned Goſſips, who collect ſuch 
idle Stuff without meaning to build upon it; or, in 
other words, who talk Nonſenſe for Nonſenſe Sake ; ; 
ol NS pv , te e dev d AEVYTL 1 3 theſe Ypæ o- 
cuοτ deſerve moſt abundantly to he laugh'd- 
at; yet the ſubject of Prophecy ought at the ſame 


time to be handled in the moſt ſolemn and ſeri- - 
ous manner. Hoc opus defi derari ftatuo, ſays 


rg Bacon on this ſubject; verum tate eſt, ut 
MIS 
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magna cum Sapientia Sobrietate et Reverenita trac- 
tandum fit ; aut omnino dimittendum. 1 muſt 
therefore beg leave to hint to our great Critick 
raigoili bo ud colt, let him be in jeſt Or in ear neſt, 
(as he tranſlates the words) this one ſerious Re- 
flection; whether by his formal Solemnity upon 
this trifling occaſion, he hath not expoſed the 
Subject itſelf to ridicule; and given to the Scep- 
tick the ſame advantage over the proofs of Chriſ- 
tianity deriv'd from Prophecy, as the falſe and 
ridiculous Miracles of the Romiſh Church have 
ven them, over ſuch proofs as are deriv'd from 
Miracles. And thus by the ſame management, 
the two great foundations of our Faith are in 
danger of becoming a jeſt and a laughing Stock 
to Unbeleivers. | N 

At muſt be owned, ſays Dr, Sykes; there 
% has been in the World a great deal of Cheat 
and Impoſture: and Men of Learning have 
t ſo long concurred in propagating pious Frauds; 
te and in writing the Lives of Hypocrites, En- 
0 thuſiaſts or Madmen, who have pretended to 
«© work Miracles; till they have almoſt deſtroy'd 
« the natural Evidence, which true Miracles af- 
e ford: by hardly leaving us a Probability of diſ- 
«4 tinguiſhing between the Evidence for them and 
« pretended ones they ſap the foundation of 
% Chriſtianity itſelf ; and make it very difficult, 
5 for thoſe true Miracles that ſupport it to gain 


any Credit*.” And the caſe is Juſt the ſame _ 


with regard to Prophecies. 


It was this Reflection, that provoke'd a learned 
and candid Man (inſtead of writing with his 
gyn hand in the margin of the page, as a great 
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and extraordinary Genius had done, A maniſeſt 
Prophecy ;) to put down at the end of this 
Appendix the following Words; Portaque emittit 
churna: meaning to intimate, that he ſaw the 
whole was a Bam; and the Author did not expect 
ron ſhould belerve a word of the matter. And 


In like manner, Mr. P. quoted by Dr. Sykes, 


ſeems to think; the Biſhop was infected in the 
Scholes of the Philoſophers, with the Itch of tell- 
ing Lies for the Public Good; and intimates, 
that he ought to perform Quarantine ; before 
his admiflion to Credit, But theſe Nottons ariſe 
from conſidering - the Biſhop, as they do other 
Men; who can only beleive one fide of a con- 
tradiction at a time: whereas his Lordſhip fre- 

ntly belcives, or at leſt defends, 39th. So that 
it would be no great wonder, if he ſhould main- 
fain that Evans was both a real Prophet and an 


_ Impoſtor. It was no more than we find in the 
Adventure of the Theocracy; in which he at- 


tempts to ſnew, that an extraordinary Providence 
over the Jews entirely ceaſed, upon their Return 
from Captivity; and yet continued over them 
till the time of Chriſt: 1. e. it continued about 


500 years after it had ceaſed T. It was no 


* Rem. 384, 385. 
+ See Hes on the Theocracy. | 
As to what his Lordſhip tells us, by way of Salvo, of a 
difference between the Form of Government and the Admini/- 
tration of Government; tis no kind of Anſwer to the Objection, 
He knew it was not; and, ſo, to divert the Reader's Attention, 
and digeſt his own Spleen, he falls foul upon his brother Old- 
nixon For when his Lordſhip is in his Teawkeſbury Mood, 
[See Richard III. Shakeſpeare] touch but his Hypotheſis, and 
*tis all one to him, whether he ſtabs the living or the dead; 
he'd play the Nero with a whole pariſh, rather than loſe his 
| Fiddle, See Remarks on Occafional Reflections, II. 163. 
As | | more 


* 


1 


more than we find in the Achievement of the 


Fewiſh Revelation; which Revelation conſiſted, 
according to his Lordſhip, in conceling from 
the Jews, what every body elſe knew. It is not 


ſo eaſy a thing therefore to confute his Lordſhip, 


as may be imagin'd. For unleſs you confute 
both ſides of the queſtion, you do your Buis'neſs 
only by halves; and he will flip thro' your fin- 
gers, as eaſily as Sir J. Falſtaff could creep thro? 


an Alderman's Thumb: ring; 


Fiet Aper „ modo Avis, modo Saxum, et, cum volet, Arbor. 


But it is difficult to account where his Lord. 
ſhip's Wiſdom was, in telling the World; that a 
reat and extraordinary Genius conſidered the 
9 of Evans upon the ſame footing as the 
Scripture : (for ſo they muſt be, if they were 
manifest Prophecies.) Does he mean to inform 


_ us, that He himſelf looks upon them in the 


fame light? If he does, the Lord have Mercy 
upon ſuch Defenders of the Faith! and, if he 


does not; where is his Wiſdom in making us 


beleive he does? But perhaps he does not mean 


to ſhew his Wiſdom, but his Vit; and his Vit 


lies in the Bite: and here indeed he has reaſon 


to ſhake his ſides abundantly; for there's ne er 


a King in Chriſtendom was ever better bit , than 
his Readers will be; if they think to know any 
more of the matter from him, than they did 


* See his Lordſhip's Note upon this Speech of the Carriers 
in I Hen. IV. p 121. The Word bite, he ſays, was not 
then uſed in the Cant Senſe, to deceive or impoſe upon. Time 
has added a pleaſantry to the Expreſſion: So now it ſeems 
we are to underftand, that the Fleas deeeiv d and impoſe d upon the 
Carriers; and in this pleaſant ſenſe the words are here alluded- 


D 


. 


do. 
; 
* 
% 
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before : Tis probable therefore, that his Lord. 
ſhip has written all about it; either for the ſake 
of the Carpocratian Proſelytes, who were to be 
changed out of Fools into Madmen; or elſe 
merely to keep- up the Reader's Admiration, and 
make men Stare; as they did, when he vas firſt 
advanced to the Bench of Biſhops ; and became 
a Fantaſtical Lord *. | AF 

In ſhort, the whole that is ſaid about prophecy 
either in the appendix by the Biſhop, or in the 
Book itſelf by Dr. Fortin, pace tanti viri dixerim, 
is ſo drawn; that, after reading it, we find our- 
ſelves juſt as uncertain as at firſt. We have 
been curvetting upon a manage'd horſe, merely 
by way of amuſement; which ſets us down juſt 
where he took us up. Dr. Jortin quotes {/ateh, 
that God only knows future things; and ſays, 
© from hence it has been concluded; that there 
4 never was ſuch a thing as Fore-knowledge in 
te the Pagan world: a Concluſion too large ang 
% abſolute to be inferred from the premiſes f.“ 
And fo far he is certainly right; for who can 
ſay, that God has never foretold any thing to 
the Pagans? We know, he has. But the queſ- 
tion is not, whether he hath reveled any 855 
to Them; but whether They had any arts of 
Divination or natural Prognoſticks, that could 
inform them of future things. That this is the 
true State of the Queſtion, appears from Cicero 
himſelf. His words are theſe — Quæ eff autem 


* PFantaflical Lord.] that is, a Spiritual Lord; or a Biſhop- 
&  Fantaſtical is uſed for Spiritual.“ Marb. Shakeſp. Vol. VI. 
33% _ Os | t 
b f Rem, 107, 108, 


Gens, 


. ] 


Gens, aut que Civitas; guæ non aut extis pecudum, 


aut mon$ra aut fulgura interpretantium, aut au- | 


gurum, aut aſtrologorum, aut ſortium, (ea enim 
fere ART1sS ſunt) aut Somniorum aut Vaticinatio+ 
num, (hec enim duo NATURALIA Phtantur) Pre+ 
dition moveatur *? and to this the words of 
T/aiah are a full and ſufficient anſwer : * Pro- 
% duce. your Cauſe, faith the Lord; bring forth 
« your ſtrong Reaſons, faith the King of Jacob 
Let them bring them forth, and ep us what 
<< ſhall happen: let them ſhew the former things; 
& that we may conſider them, and know the latter 
end of them : or let them ſhew us things to 
„ come—Shew the things that are to come here- 
« after ; that we may know, that ye are Gods+.” 
And accordingly we find; that neither Zo/eph nor 
Daniel pretended to interpret the dreams of P. 
raob or Nebuchadnezzar, by any ſuch arts. 
Are we then to believe, that all ſuch pretences 
are mere Impoſitions ? No doubt of it; and fo are 
their Miracles,which were performed, ast. Paul de- 
ſcribes them, 5 &V Se Xt Tapprioss xa}  TEparos +2vdss, 
in the power and ſigns and wonders of a Lye; that 
is, by fictitious power, ſigns, and wonders, Nay, the 
Fathers themſelves, tho they ſome- times taught 
and allowed, that Pagan Idolatry was ſupported 
by Oracles and Miracles; do nevertheleſs on 
other Occaſions confeſs, or. clearly intimate; that 
Paganiſm had no other Support, than human 
Craft and Impoſture. (Farmer on Miracles, p. 242. 
319.) But Dr. J does not venture to aſſert 


. de Divin. Lib. Eb 
Ki. 23. See alſo xlii. 9. xliv. 7. 8. xlvi, 9. 10. 
See alſo Fer. xiv. 14. Xxvii, 9. 10. L. 35. 36. 


this; 


62 
this; he only tells us, in the Claſs of Knaves and 
Liars muſt be placed the Generality of Soothſayers 
and Magicians; and they, who made a craft and 
lively- hood of predicting; and thoſe who drew 
the Art into a Syſtem: p. 28. and that theſe 
Kinds of Divination are extremely Suſpicious“. 
Thus we are left as liable to be impoſed- upon; as 
if nothing had been ſaid upon the Subject. And 
in another place he tells us; that Cicero has 
& treated of the Subject of Divination, in two 
* books; but has not overſet all the Proofs, 
5 which he has offered for it; and he (Cicero) 
< has obſerved, that all Nations, civil and bar- 
1 barous, always agreed in this; that there was 
« {ucha thing as Divination, or a foreknowledge 
of Events to be obtained by various indica- 
« tions; as by the Stars, by Portents and Pro- 
1 ©* digies, by the Entrails of the Victims, by | 
| Omens, by Lots, by Forebodings, by conſult- 


GG 


( 
ing the Dead, by Oracles, &c. +” | 7 
Be it fo; and I may add, by Gypſies, by the t 
Sieve and Sheers, by Palmiſtry, by Tea-leaves n 


and Coffee-grounds, by the Bath-Col, by the 
Sortes Virgihane, Biblice, Evangelice, &c. the 
laſt of which kinds of Divination, we are told, 
was in much requeſt among the Pagans, Jews, 
and Chriſtians Þ. 1 

I allow, that Cicero has not overſet all the 
proofs he has brought in favour of Divination 
but the reaſon was, becauſe they were many of 
them topheavy, and overſet themſelves z and 


* Rem. 122, 123. 
F Ibid 116. 
7 Ibid 387. 
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Cicero did not think them worthy of a particular 
Anſwer. If there was any thing of Conſequence 
unanſwered, in the ſecond book de Divinatione z 
Dr. Fortin could have pointed it out. 8 

One of the Stories which Cicero thus treats 
with contempt, is that of Attiuss cutting thro a 
Whetſtone with a Razor; the truch of which 
Quintus endeavours to ſupport, by urging; that 
they were both buried near the place, where the 
Fact happen'd; that to deny ſuch Evidence, is to 
deſtroy the Credit of all Hiſtory z and give our- 


ſelves up to Atheiſm : which is the ſame argu- 


ment we find in the old Song; 


And if any ſhall doubt, that theſe things have ne er keen; 32— 
Nh, his Sword in the Abbey is ſtill to be ſeen. 


Cotem autem illam & Novaculam defoſſam in Co- 
mitio, ſupraque impoſitum Puteal accepimus. Negemus 
omnia, comburamus Annales, fifta hec eſſe dicamus, 
quidvis denique potius quam Deos res humanas curare 
fateamur. De Div. I. xvii. And yet Cicero, in anſwer 
to this, does not offer any thing more than a ge- 
neral Argument ; which indeed i is very extenſive, 
and may probably take- in every thing in the firſt 
book which he has not anſwered particularly. 
Hoc ego Philoſophi non arbitror, Teſtibus uti; qui 
aut Caſu veri, aut Malitia falſi fictigue eſſe poſſunt. 
Argumentis & Rationibus oportet, quare quidque ita 
fit, docere; non Eventis: is preſertim, quibus 
mibi liceat non credere---Omitte igitur Lituum 
Romuli ; quem in maximo incendio negas potuifſe 
comburi. Contemne Cotem Attii Navii; nibil debet 
eſſe in Philsſophia commentitiis fabulis loci. II. xi. 
xxvlii. See alſo II. lvi. and xxv. where he ar- 
gues againſt the Oracles, as either falſe, or true 


'by 


inne 


1 ] 
by Chance; or ſo obſcure, as to e of no cer. 


tain Interpretation. 
Another pretty ſtory, among the many which 


QNuintus hath collected, which Cicero rejects with 


the fame contempt, is this: Tb. Gracchus, who 
had been twice Conſul and Cenſor, a chief 
Augur, a wiſe man and an excellent Citizen, 
caught two Snakes in his houſe ; and immediately 
called together the Haruſpices: : who inform'd 
him; if he let go the Male, his Wife ſhould die; 
and if he let go the Female, it would be fatal to 


Himſelf: upon which the uxorious Huſband 


ſaved his Wife, at his own expence. A likely. 
Story | But why did this wiſe Man let either of 
them go? as Cicero has obſerv'd. He ſhould 
have flain them both; as, Hecatæus tells us, 
Moſullam the Few ſerv'd the Prophetick bird 
that perch'd before the Army of Ptolemy. If 
that Bird ſtands, ſays the Cunning Man, ye are 
to ſtand; if he goes forward, you mult go on; 
and if he flies back again, you muſt return. 
Upon this the Few let fly an Arrow, and killed 
him. Whereon the Diviner and ſome of the. 
Company had great indignation ; and fell on him 
in the moſt outrageous Terms. Why certainly, 
ſaid the Few to them, ye are all mad; to make 
ſuch a buſtle about a fooliſh Bird. How 
could that wretched Creature foreſhew our For- 
tune; who knew nothing of his ewn? If this 
Bird could have told good or evil to come, he 
would have kept out "of this Place; for fear of 
being flain by the arrow of Meſullam the Je. 
This Story, Dr: Prideaux obſerves “, was told 
by Hecatzus ; on purpoſe to expoſe and condemn 


* Pry Con. Part. I. Book viii. 
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the Superſtition of the Heathens, which then ob. 
tain'd concerning ſuch matters: and to commend 


and extol the Wiſdom of the Jeu, in ing 
and deſpiſing all theſe Follies. 

The death of the poor Cat, that came into 
Lady B--—'s Chamber when ſhe was in labour, 
was ſtill more pitiable. The Midwife and Nurſes 


were unanimous, that ſhe ought to be hang'd ; 


becauſe ſhe portended, that the Child would be a 
Girl ; but my Lady being brought to bed of a 
Boy, contrary to their Interpretations; they de- 
livered over the poor Cat to the ſecular Arm, to 
be hang'd for a falſe Prophet. The Condemna- 
tion of Mr. Tillard, before a Tribunal of equal 
Severity, was juſt of the ſame kind: he was firſt 


coridenin'd, as a Ruffian that ſtabs a Man in the 
dark; becauſe he did not put his name to his 


book. againſt the divine Legation : and afterwards 
condemn'd, as loſt to ſhame; both as a Man and 


As a Writer: becauſe he did put his name to it. 


On, tremendous Juſtice Midas ! . _ 
Who can oppoſe great Juſtice Midas ! 


kia are we now to return back to theſe idle 
el ; becauſe Cicero has not overſet all 


Ruimtus' s arguments? 


Chry/ippus, we are told, collected idümerable 
Oracles; and not one, but what was atteſted by 
much evidence: nec ullum fine locuplete auflore 
atque ſteſte. But Cicero paid no more regard to 
them; than a conſiſtent Proteſtant would | ay 
to the Miracles ſaid to be perform'd at Abbe 
Paris's Tomb. And why? the Truth is; we 
want another kind of Evidence, beſides mere 
human Teſtimony ; to convince us of ſuch extra- 
ordinary Facts: * this Evidence has been 

1K proved : 


I. 


proved by learned Men to belong to the Scrip- 
ture-miracles; and to no others. Fig 
So that a Man of Underſtanding, God be 
praiſed, may beleive Chriſtianity ; without be- 
leiving all the Nonſenſe of Heatheniſm or Popery : 
and if we were to reaſon now-a-days, as Cicero 
does in his firſt book of Divination; no body 
would think it worth his while to anſwer us: any 
more than to write a particular Confutation of all 
the idle Stories in the popiſh Legends. And yet 
the Biſhop aſks; ** Are we then to condemn, as 
fabulous and chimerical, all we meet with in 
« profane Hiſtory, of Prodigies and Miracles? 
% No; by no means. The interpoſition of Pro- 
c yidence in human affairs has all the marks of 
* Truth, that ſuch a thing is capable of.“ Ex- 
cellent Reaſoning! is the Interpoſition of Pro- 
vidence deny d; by a denial of the Prodigies and 
Miracles, which are ſpoken of by the Heathen Hiſ- 
torians ?—And what are all the marks of Truth, 
that ſuch a thing is capable of? Why, Univerſal 
Conſent : which I have ſhewn. to be inſufficient ; 
notwithſtanding his Lordſhip calls it the old 
beaten ground of Certainty: and beſides, the Fact 
itſelf is falſe— there never was an Univerſal Con- 
ſent among the Heathens. See Crit. and Philo. 
Enquiry, p. 121. | 


When ingenious Men and Scholars are drawn 
into ſuch a ſuperſtitious way of talking, merely 
by their Learning; and becauſe the very excu- 
sable Ignorance of the Heathens had lead the 
way; how can we avoid crying-out upon Selden, 
as Creſus did upon Solon; O Selden! Selden ! 
| Selden! True are thy words, and worthy to be 

= . . e - -W 
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Written in letters of Gold; chat, No man is the 
Wiſer, for bis Learning. 

For my own patt, I muſt corifeſs myſelf much 
more incline'd to the Philoſophy | of the learned 
Hotſpurrias upon this Subject; as we find it laid 
down in Shakeſpear,  - 


Sat My nativity, (ys Glend wer) 
| The front of Heay'n was full of fiery Shes, 
Of burning Creſſets : know, that at My birth 
The frame and the foundation of the Earth. : 
Shook, like a Coward, — 


I0 which Hotſpur anſwers, * 


. + . So it would bave done, 1 a 
At the ſame. ſeaſon, if your Mother 's Cat 
Had kitten'd ; tho? yourſelf had ne'er been born. 


1 according to this Philoſophy, if the Pagans 
Jews and Chriſtians had conſulted the Sortes for 
their Mothers Kittens, when they did it for 
Themſelves z they would have met with the ſame 
identical Anſwers. For inftance—= - 

Had William, the firſt Norman Biſhop of Nor- 
wich, dip'd in the Bible for his Kittens, inſtead of 
Himſelf; he would have met with the Words, No# 
Hint, ſed Barabbam : and his Succeſſor in like 
manner would have read for his Kittens, as he 
did for Himfelf ; Amice, ad quod Veniſti? + and 
Cicero proves himſelf to be of the ſame opinion, 
when he ſays ; An cenſes, euridem Vitulum, ff alius 
delegerit, fine capite jecur inventurum ; fi alius, cum 
Capite? F i. e. Do you think a man would light 
upon one Text, if he dip'd for Himſelf ; and ano- 


* Firſt Part Hen. iv. act ili. ſc. 1. 
4 Prid. Con, Vol. 2. 


1 de Divi, 7 : 
Fa ny 


| [68 ] 


ther, if he dip'd for his Kittens? Now, if theſe 
things are ſo; tho? we ſhould ſuppoſe a learned 
Divine, in ſearch of Preferment, (a cunning ſhaver 
and a very dexterous Trimmer, as his Lordſhip 
has deſcribed Shake/pear;) ſhould find himſelf in a 
State of Betweenity ; viz. between two Biſhops 
of oppoſite Principles, ſuppoſe a H—— and a 
S-; and ſhould venture to try his fortune by 
the Sorter: ; and be directed by the Anſwer, to caſt 
his Net on the right fide of the Ship and ſhould 
catch a Biſhoprick : yet ſurely we can ſee no rea- 
ſon to look upon it to be an Echo from Heaven, as 
_ Ariſe Evans entitles his book; or Vox Stellarum, 
as Dr. Moore calls his Almanack : It can be no 
better at beſt than a Bath-Col; that is, the Daugb- 
ter of a Voice; and the decrees of Heaven are as 
much out of the Queſtion, as if it was the Voice 
of a Daughter. In ſhort, all theſe methods of 
Divination are appeals to Heaven or Hell; which- 
ever ſhall pleaſe to anſwer : without any afſurance, 
from which it comes: and a temptation to the 
Devil to deceive us. 


Fleftere fi nequeo Superos, Acheronta movebo. 


Burt, let the anſwer come from whence it will, 
ſtill it muſt be according to the Holſpurrian Hypo- 
_ theſis, of a Univerſal Nature; and may be as 
certainly depended upon for our Kittens, as it 
uſed to be for our Biſhops. 

But this being a matter of great Importance 
already bolted to the Bran in a dialogue between 
Sir Hugh Evans, a Relation I ſuppoſe of Ariſe 
Evans, his Lordſhip's 1 and his Scholar 


We Fark. Sh. vol 1. p- 413. 5 EN 
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Maſter i iam Page; 1 ſhall oy it you, as I 
find it in the MS. 
Sir Hugh. William Page, How many Kittens had 
your mother's Cat, in her laſt Litter ? 

Wm. Five, Sir Hugh. 
Sir H. Take- vp your Virgil, William ; for thou 
art a good ſprank Lad; and read me the firſt 
line that comes into your Eye—(afide) I want 
to find out, whether the Sortes Virgilianæ will 
give me any Light into the Fate of theſe Kittens; 
before I venture to try it upon myſelf: 


Vn. Tres Notus WIT in ſaxa latentia torquet. 
That is, | 
Three by the Winds were daſh'd againſt the Rocks. 


Sir H. Try again, Vi Mam; but ſhut the book 
firſt ; there, now open it. | 


Vm. Apparent rar: nantes in gurgite 1 


In the great ſtream a Few are ſeen to ſwim. 


Sir H. Try ONCE more, Wi liam : 3 for the 
Number three 1 Is aminous. 


Wm. . . . Tres Eurus ah allo © 
In brevia & Syrtes urget— 2.9 


Three from the deep are driven by the Storm 
To periſh in the Shoals. | 


Sir H. There is a good William.- —(afide) 1 — 3 
I will examine into the Fate of the Kittens. — 
c aloud a) Have you ſave'd any, 15 the Kittens, Wi = 
bam? 
Vyn. Yes, two. I ſave'd one; and my Siſter 
Anne Page, the other. 

Sir H. And what is become of tis other T hree? 
n. They were e drown d, Sir — 


S- Lie © 
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AR. Sir H. Drown'd! you amaze me — Droton d! 
"i you mean, they were knock'd on the head. 
i} Nm. No, Sir Hugh; they were all three 
fi; drown'd in the great Pond. | 1 
"= Sir H. All three, do you fay? Tres Notus 
Wl ebreptas—prodigious! — Tres Euris ab alto— 
. Wonderful Coincidence !— Apparent rari nantes 
js Who can ſpeak of it, but in Terms of Afonifo- 
bl 41 ment — And in the great Pond too! in gurgite 
6 va ſto— Manifeſt Propbecy! It is impoſſible to 
1 reſiſt the Evidence of theſe unhappy Sufferers — 
1 PI certainly try my own Fortune by the fame 
1 Divination— . | 
Why Trifte per augurium Teucrorum peftora ducunt— 
mw The diſmal Augury demands our Faith! 
110881 Oh wonderful! wonderful! and moſt wonder- 
1 fully wonderful! and yet again wonderful, and 
1 out of all Hooping.— Here ends the Dialogue; 
lA and Sir Hugh's Soliloquy. „ 
1908) 17,0080 F 2 . . . 
Wt 790 Now from all this Evidence, and eſpecially 
Te 4th the laſt, we may ſafely conclude ; that the Sortes 
1 Virgilianæ, Evangelice, Biblicæ, and the flight of 
691 Birds, and feeding of Chicken, and all the other 
. kinds of Divination already mentioned, will an- 
. ſwer to the full as well for our Kittens; as for 
1 our Biſbops, or our ſelves: and thereby appear to 
i be of univerſal uſe; Divinatio Catholica. And 
8008 this Arcanum 'Hotſpurrianum, thus confirmed, 
Ru: pbliges me to reject the old Dogma; in ſo much 
wr requeſt among the Pagans, Jews, and Chriſtians ; 
e ſupported by Owen Glendower, and mother Hip- 
1 fon, and the whore of Babylon, and Mary Squire, 
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Laity, male or female, oid men or old women, 
qui Babylonios tentarunt Numeros; who endeavour 
to monopoliſe theſe Divinations: And if any of 
them ſhall here-after quote what has been ſaid to 
have happen'd upon conſulting them, either to 
King, Lords or Commons ; it will be ſufficient 
to filence their objections, and a Knock-down 
Argument to all their Superſtitious Whimſies, to 
reply ——Fam dic, *piſcope *, de tribus catellis. 
Solve me the Phænomenon of the three Kittens. 


® For E piſcope; an elifion quite in the Biſhop's manner, and 
do his taſte, Nothing can be more pleaſing to a delicate Ear, 
than ſuch Kind of Harmonious Elifions. His Lordſhip 1s full 
of them, in his Emendations of Shakeſpear 5 as fear'-/perfingy 
Ang ſhing, i it preſence *t's Death : to which I beg leave to 
add one of my own upon theſe lines in the Miaſummer Night's 
Dream, | 


* 


and ſome keep back | | 

The Clam'rous Owl ; that nightly hoots, and wonders 
.. a 3 6 l ; 

At our quent Spiri 5 


It ought to be read, gliſh Spirits ; that is, Expliſh Spirits. 
And I confirm this happy Conjecture from his Lordſhip's learned 
Obſervation from D' Zwves' Journey, in his Excellent Note upon 
Mum in the Merry Wives of Windſor, Act II. p. 272; where 
he ſays, there was no home affair made more noiſe in and out of 
Parliament, than the Suppreſſion and Regulation of "Taverns, 
Inns, Alehouſes, frong liquors, or the drinkers of them; to both 
which the words gliſb Spirits may be applied. And the Satire 
here is extremely fine: for the very Owls are repreſented as 
wondering and hooting at thoſe Drunkards, when they return'd 

home from the ale-houſe 3 who were determin'd to drink ſtrong 
liquors, contrary to Act of £ arliament. TBIiSs is N a 


| anll ſome keep back 1 
The Clam'rous Owl; that nightly hoots, and wonders 
As our 'ngliſh Spirits. Tuis Is HARMONT! ; 
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Te: 3 * this Examination and 1 Expo: 
fal is very ſenſible, his Performance would 
have more 55 look and air of a juſt Mort; if a 
decent liſt were here ſubjoin'd of his miſtakes, 


under the learned title of Curæ Secundæ, or the 


like: and obſcure as he is, he hopes to be allow d 
- hs privilege of pleading, what he can truely al- 
lege in common with other great men; his diſ- 
tance from the Preſs, his fuga limæ laboris & mor, 
his confidence in an oſcitant editor, &c. &c. How- 


ever, he contents himſelf with only recommend- 


ing to the gentle reader, the few Addenda & Er- 
rata that follow; and is happy in having here the 
example of one of the beſt Scholars and moſt 
learned Critics of the age to juſtify him. See 


Remarks on ſeveral Occaſional Reflections; 3 arr 


Me and lake. 
; ADDENDA &. CORRIGEND A. 


| ws wt 8, eh I had nos * hier | 
chad I find, the book has been Pune theſe 


cwenty years. 

P. 2. I. 3, read, examining and confirming— 
L 13, read, ARISE or RIcE- I. 28, read, _ 
dent, and not very uncommon. 

P. 7.1, ult. r. in an imitation or parody. 
1 1, 1. Chronicon, heretofore much 


blown upon —I. 3, after Imp. * add [or Fubente 


Antiſtite, imp. (for impellente) Satana, as We ſay 


in all our criminal Indictments; . 19, for 5 


7. the Doctor. 
P. 12. 


142 
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totally eclipſed 


4 * 


. ſhould be in brackets; not in a parentheſis, 


E 

P. 12. While the Biſhop is puffing and cele- 
brating himſelf, without grace or modeſty, for 
this wonderful achievement on Virgil; which he 
has accompliſh'd with the aid of Meur/ius : he 
vouckſafes eo drop ſome little dew of Praiſe on a 


Certain Zany of his; and draws that little from 


Mr. Aadiſon, on whoſe ruin this puny (I mean, 
zble) Critick's glory is to be rear'd ; as faid Zany 
ad rear'd the great Mountebank's on his havin 
Ariſtotle and Longinus. © It was 
not thus (ſays Quinbus Fleſtrin; that is, not as 
Addiſon has done;) that an able Critick lately ex- 
plained FVirgil's noble Allegory in the beginning 
of the third Georgic,“ &c. Tt was not, indeed; 
for Mr. Addiſon look'd into himſelf and his own 


Ideas only; the able Critick (forgetting Perus 


rule, Ne te quzſiveris extra;) look'd into F. Ca- 
iron: in whom he found All that his Maſter fo 
applauds and exalts; only not quite ſo fine-· drawn 
and wire-drawn. Pox take thoſe rafcals, who 
liv'd before us; ſaid a pleaſant fellow: they have 
ſtolen and run- away with all the good things 1 
ſhould have ſaid. Tis all the Meurſius“ and 


 Catrens are good for. When the late D. of R. 
Kept wild beafts, it was a common diverſion to 
make two of his Bears drunk ; (not metaphori- 


cally, with Flattery ; bur literally, with ſtrong 


Ale:) and then daub them over with Honey. 
It was excellent ſport to fee how aukwardly and 


how lovingly (like a couple of able Criticks) they 
would lick and claw one another. 

P. 16, I. ult. the quotation from Cicero ſhould 
have been in the Text. 5 
P. 20, I. 23. the words, wbich never exiſted, 


P. 25, 


1 


Omiſſ. p. 16, Note , Mr. Bott, of whom ho- 
nourable mention is made p. 32, has ſhewn; that, 
with his Lordſhip, a Hint (and that but an ob/cure 
one too 3) is equivalent to a full Pony; See 
his Anſwer to the D. L. p. 13. 

P. 25, 1. 25, dele the after F irſt. 

P, 209, L 2 for Warb. Sh. 7. Shakeſpear* 8 
Hamlet. 

P. 33. One of the Bears, menition'd. above, 
happen'd to get looſe ; and was running along 
the ſtreet, in which a Tinker was gravely walk- 
ing: the people all cry'd, Tinker, Tinker, be- 
ware of the Bear. Upon this, Magnano face d 
about, with great compoſure ; and railing his 
ſtaff, knock'd down Bruin : then ſetting his arms 
a-kimbo, walk*d-off very ſedately; only ſaying, 
Let the Bear beware of the Tinker. Which is 

now become a Proverb in thoſe parts. 

P. 42,1. 2. However, Monſ. Voltaire in his 
- Philo, Hiſt. argues juſt in the ſame manner; 
chap. 35. It is ſtrange (ſays he) that the word 
Python, which is Greek, ſhould be known in the 
time of Saul. Many learned men have concluded 
from hence, that this Hiſtory was not written; till 
the Jews traded with the Greeks, after the time of 
Alexander.” This refers to 1 Sam. xxviii. 78: where 
the word Python is not in the original Hebrew, 
but only in the vulgate Latin. Theſe two Cri- 
ticiſms ſhew the ſame kind of Genius. 'And Mr. 
Farmer's hopes muſt fail him, when he ſays; 
&« For the credit of Learning one wou'd hope, 
(what really believe to be the caſe) that Voltaire 
is the only learned man, who ever undertook to 
determine the date of a Hebrew book, from the 
ule of a Greek word in a Latin tranſlation made 
| | many 


CRT ©» 
many hundred years after it; and not to be found 
in the original.” On Miracles, p. 249. 


P. 44, I. ult. Dr. Bentley] add; The nephew 
of this great Man has long ſince told the world; 
| that, when ſome officious friend acquainted the 
Doctor, that Mr. Pope had abuſed him; he only 
replied, ** Ay; like enough: I ſpoke againſt his 
Homer; and the portentous Cub never forgives.” 
P. 49, I. 19. It ſeems but fair, to take notice 
here; that the laſt lordly editor of Mr. Pope's 
works takes to himſelf the merit of having pre- 
vailed with that Gentleman, to alter ſome expreſ- 
ſions in the Eſſay on Man; which ſeem'd to 
thwart a providential adminiſtration, and favour 
Fataliſm. I ſhould be glad to have thoſe altera- 
tions pointed-out : at preſent I recollect only two 
paſſages alter'd ; which, whatever his Lordſbis 
found them, he has left Nonſenſe ; and of which 
the author may juſtly complain, in his own words 
upon another occaſion ; | | 
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Another Phebus, thy own Phebus, reigns ; 
Joys in My jiggs, and dances in My chains. 


The one is in Ep. i. 97. the other in Ep. iii. 46. 
about a Gooſe : Both which I would deſire the 
reader to compare with the former editions, and. 
ſee the Biſhop's notes on them. For I am of 
Dr. H.'s mind; that his Lordſhip is equally hap- 

y in his Comments : whether they be on Pope, 
 Shakeſpear, or Rice Evans. 

P. 49. Note. After tempora mutantur, the reſt 
of the Note ſhould have been in the Text; im- 
mediately before the Paragraph which begins — 


And laſtly. 5 P 
| - | 5 ; 51, 


% 


. 

P. 31, 1. 8, for Sorcerer, r. Sneer— l. 11, x, 
ind to plume. „ | 
P. 55, I. 5, for Comment r. Pamphlet. 

P. 63, I. 4, add——Or, if his Lordſhip had 
-undertaken this Adventure himſelf, he wou'd have 
been deem'd by all wiſe men to have made a far 
better amends thereby to this injure'd and bur- 
leſque'd argument from Prophecy; than by his 
late Achievement, in founding a Lecture, value 

500 l. Which I never think of, but Peter Aretine's 

remark comes to my mind; on his ſurveying the 
Gold Chain, which Charles V ſent him, juſt be- 
fore his ill-ſtarr'd African campaign. See Fon- 
tenelle's Dialogues of the Dead. —l. 15, add 
And the ſelf-ſame is cited by the Biſhop (for fmiles 
amant labra laFucas) in his D. L. ii. 3. from Dio- 


dorus and Polybius : for whereas Timæus look c 


upon the popular ſtory of Phalaris's Bull, as a mere 
Fable; They alleged againſt Him, that the Bull 
himſelf exiſted in their time; and bellow'd out his 
confutation. | 
1 P. 71, I. 22, for Journey r. Journal. 
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